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In the 18 years since the Geelong Community Foundation was established in 2000, it has 
been making a difference by facilitating giving and investing in people and solutions to 
strengthen communities across the Geelong region.

The Foundation believes in the power of philanthropy to deliver long term, sustainable change. We empower individuals, 
families and organisations who want to make a difference, giving them a vehicle to develop and build a ‘Named Sub Fund’ 
and a legacy for the future.

This is what makes us different!
Your donation is wisely invested and retained, in perpetuity, through a ‘Donor Named Sub Fund’. The income generated 
from your Fund is used to meet the needs of our community through our annual grants program.

The Foundation supports a broad range of impact areas;

Geelong Community Foundation

• Education & Training

• Family 

• Health

• Heritage and the Arts

• Research & Innovation

• Youth

• Aged Care

• Community Wellbeing
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Chairman’s Report

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am 
proud to present the Geelong Community 
Foundation Annual Report for 2017/2018.
Before commencing my report, I would like to mention 
the passing of our Founding Chairman Donald Geoffrey 
Neilson. Geoff was a mentor to me over many years 
and was involved in numerous organisations in our 
community. We have a tribute to Geoff on page 6.

Again, this year the Foundation has achieved several 
milestones.

We received 103 Grant Applications totalling $3.5 million.

Grants provided to our community this year totalled 
$932,500. One million is on the horizon! This magnificent 
total is made up of grants available through our annual 
grant round of $805,000, a capital grant with our partners 
Adroit Insurance & Risk of $105,000 and our Philanthropy 
500 program $22,500. An additional $22,500 has been used 
to setup a Philanthropy 500 Fund of which the interest 
will be distributed each year. These grants supported 46 
local organisations (listed in this report on page 7). Since 
our inception in 2000, grants provided to the Geelong 
community have reached $7.73 million dollars, a total of 
which we are very proud.

Thank you to all our donors and supporters who have 
supported our mission “To make a positive and lasting 
difference to people in the Geelong Region”. Your gift will 
be working forever.

I would like to record a special thank you to our Grants 
Committee chaired by Diane Ritchie. Together with our 
CEO Gail Rodgers they have completed a wonderful year’s 
work. Also thank you to Michele Van Liessum and Peter 
Johnson co-opted members of the Grants Committee for 
their contribution to our deliberations. It is not an easy 
task to evaluate and balance the requests of all the worthy 
causes over three grant rounds.

Our Investment Committee has continued to manage 
the portfolio with a prudent mix of growth and income 
securities. Whilst we aim to ensure that capital values 
grow, we also expect that under our investment 
policy, there will be declines at certain periods in the 
investment cycle. We also need to generate income on 
the Foundation’s capital to maintain and grow our grants 
program which is the prime reason for the Foundation’s 
existence. As at the 30th of June 2018 our fund’s assets 
were valued at $24,260,389, (Gift Fund
$14,247,844, Open Fund $9,762,074 Scholarship Fund 
$250,471.) Over the last 2 years the investment return of 
the corpus was 13.05% per annum.

The Schools in Philanthropy program has been under 
review. This year under the supervision of Gail, and the 

support of the staff and students of Sacred Heart College, 
a trial program was introduced. The Board was delighted 
with the results of the trial and would like to thank Gail 
for the energy and vision in working with Sacred Heart 
College to conduct this program. Gail is currently working 
on plans to implement a revised approach in 2019.

There have been a number of changes to our Board this 
year. Ed Coppe retired after his 9–year term as a Director. 
We are very fortunate and delighted to have Ed remain as 
a co-opted member of the Investment Committee. Penny 
Whitehead resigned from the Board after being appointed 
Deputy Director of the Geelong Art Gallery. Penny was a 
valued member of the Marketing Committee. Thank you 
to Ed and Penny for their contribution to the development 
of the Foundation.

I am delighted to welcome two new Board Directors, 
Richard Coverdale who brings a breadth of knowledge 
from the social justice area and Carly Post who has a 
wealth of experience in the communications space. The 
Board looks forward to working with Richard and Carly.

Sally Friend our Development Manager resigned in May. 
Sally had an accident over Christmas and in the interest of 
the Foundation, indicated she would not be able to take up 
her role in the foreseeable future. The Board thanks Sally 
for her contribution and wishes her well for the future.

I am delighted to welcome Gennette Jewell to the 
Foundation. Gennette will assist Gail in the administration 
of the Foundation in a part-time capacity. We also 
welcome Tony McManus who took up the Development 
Manager role in June.

To all Board Directors, our volunteer supporters and our 
philanthropy partners who give so generously of their 
time and talent to advance the work of the Foundation, 
thank you very much for your contribution and your 
support and advice during the year. Special thanks go 
to Hayden Torney, (Deputy Chair), and to convenors 
of our Sub Committees Kate Betts, (Marketing) Diane 
Ritchie (Grants), Brian Quarrell (Investment) Lachlan 
McColl (Finance, Risk and Audit) and Richard Anderson 
(Governance and Planning). Thanks also to our Board 
Directors involved in the various Committees Val 
Lawrence, David Lindsay, Andrew Locke, Richard 
Coverdale and Carly Post.

On behalf of the Board I would like to say a special thank 
you to Gail our CEO. Sally’s absence during January to 
May, made this period especially busy for Gail and we 
appreciate all her effort during this time.

This financial year has been a very busy year for 
all involved and we are looking forward to another 
successful year in 2018/2019.

John A Miles
Chairman



GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION –– 2017/2018 ANNUAL REPORT–5

To commence my report I want to 
acknowledge John Miles as he completes 
a three year term in 2018 as Chairman of 
the Geelong Community Foundation. 

I could not have asked for a more supportive and 
committed Chairman to guide me in my first three years 
with the Foundation. John is devoted to the vision and 
objectives of the Foundation. He has been so generous 
with his time and advice and has got behind the new 
developments we have implemented to build on the 
organisation’s successful support of the broader Geelong 
community.

Foundation Growth
The Foundation has grown to 128 Named Sub Funds with 
eight new funds and bequests added in 2017/18.  
 
I thank the many donors who have contributed to their 
existing funds and those who have made a donation to our 
General Fund. Details on page 18.

One of those existing funds is Philanthropy 500 (P500), our 
collective giving program that was developed in 2017.  
The P500 philosophy is:

• to provide an accessible entry point for donors across 
all generations,

• to pool donations so collectively we provide a grant   
which individually we could not have achieved,

• to provide an annual grant within the greater Geelong   
community; and

• to allow donors to experience the grant making process  
first hand through education and deciding who the   
grant recipient will be.

The program has been developed and implemented with 
the support of an amazing team of volunteers and I would 
like to acknowledge Bridgette Kelly, Shelly Taylor, Shona De 
Forest, Melinda Planken, Matt Torney, Charlie Mackinnon, 
Hayden Baker, Hayden Bateman, Paul Statham, John 
O’Shannassy, Amanda Jennings, Emily Torney, Cormac 
Hanrahan, Catherine Muir, Pete Johnston and Lachie 
McColl, for their time and commitment to this project.

In 2017 P500 provided an inaugural grant of $22,500 to 
Gateways Support Services. Our 2018 campaign has been 
extremely successful with a $40,000 grant to be awarded 
to a youth program at our November event. More details 
regarding P500 can be found on pages 15 and 19.

Community Grants
With the ongoing support of Adroit Insurance & Risk, 
the Adroit Capital Grant was again awarded in 2018, 
developed from the proceeds of the annual Adroit Golf Day 
held in November each year. The initiative has provided 
community organisations with the opportunity to apply for 
a capital grant. With limited capital grants available, the 
partnership between the Foundation and Adroit has filled 
a void for organisations.More details regarding the capital 
grant can be found on page 16.

Thank you
The Foundation is grateful for the many individuals and 
organisations that provide in-kind support to ensure that 
the administration costs of the organisation can be kept to 
an absolute minimum.

Our partners for our main events during the year are 
Bellarine Estate and Little Creatures. Adroit Insurance & 
Risk has provided office space and administration support 
for Foundation staff since 2016. This contribution makes 
an enormous difference in lowering our overheads. We 
are proud to be part of the Adroit team who have a strong 
commitment to community. Goodway Print Group continue 
to provide discounted printing and the very talented team 
at GOOP Digital provide discounted graphic design and 
web hosting. And, on the theme of creativity, the team at 
Circus Media and Cormac Hanrahan Photography are both 
extremely generous with their skills and expertise.

The Foundation is also well supported by a team of talented 
financial professionals; our bookkeeper Katie Terpstra, the 
team at Crowe Horwath and Davidsons and our Investment 
partners at JB Were, specifically Adam Blennerhassett and 
Michael Browne.

We are also grateful for the pro bono legal advice 
and support that is provided by Alice Macdougall and 
Samantha Loff from Herbert Smith Freehills and the 
Harwood Andrews team locally.

The Foundation has been entrusted to steward our donor’s 
gifts and their legacies in perpetuity to make grants each 
year for decades to come. We do not take this responsibility 
lightly. We will work to ensure that our donor’s achieve 
their philanthropic goals and our community thrives as a 
consequence.

Gail R Rodgers 
Chief Executive Officer

Chief Executive Officer’s Report
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In Memory and Appreciation of
Geoffrey Neilson

Foundation Founder Geoffrey Neilson
at home in his beloved city of Geelong (1981)

The children of the Foundation’s first 
Chairman, Geoff Neilson, established 
the Geoffrey Neilson Fund to honour his 
contribution to the Geelong community.

Dr. Heather Neilson is a Senior Lecturer in English and 
Media Studies at UNSW Canberra. She is married to a 
fellow academic and is the mother of Geoff’s grandson, 
Quinn. Timothy Neilson is a commercial lawyer and 
special counsel at Greenwoods & Herbert Smith Freehills, 
specialising in taxation. Susan Neilson is married, is well 
known in musical circles as a singer and works in Human 
Resources for Edmund Rice Education Australia.

Mr. Donald Geoffrey (Geoff) Neilson was born on the 12th 
of November 1929, and passed away on the 5th of May 2018 
at the age of eighty-eight years.

In 1998 Geoff was asked to meet with Peter Morgan, 
Chairman, and Gail Rodgers, Executive Director, of United 
Way Geelong (now called Give Where You Live). At the 
meeting Geoff was asked if he would chair a meeting 
of Geelong citizens to consider whether a community 
foundation would be likely to succeed in this region.

Geoff agreed to chair a meeting. In preparation, Geoff 
asked some selected citizens with whom he had worked in 
a variety of positions to form a steering committee. Part of 
the role was to canvass views about the likely viability of 
a community foundation. Reports of these conversations 
indicated a range of opinions ranging from opposition 
(mainly on grounds that it would harm United Way) to 
indifference, to enthusiastic support.

It was resolved to hold a community meeting, convened 
by the Mayor, Ken Jarvis, in the Council Room at City Hall. 
About thirty people attended. Hayden Raysmith, Chairman 
of the Melbourne Community Foundation spoke and 
offered his support if Geelong decided to go ahead. Ken 
Jarvis spoke in favour of launching a Geelong foundation. A 
show of hands indicated almost unanimous approval.

Geoff had the task of seeking out potential Board Directors 
to form the inaugural Board of the Foundation and to 
search for a part-time Executive Officer.

The first Board meeting of the Geelong Community 
Foundation was held at Day Neilson, on the 15th of 
December 1999. Geoff was elected Chairman, and Richard 
Annois Deputy Chairman. Andrew Lawson was appointed 
Secretary and Public Officer.

During the development phase of the Foundation Geoff 
had been thinking of a potential founding donor. Geoff 
approached one of his clients, Mr. Ken Stott, who showed 
interest and provided the founding contribution of two 
million dollars. Over the next few years Ken donated 
several million dollars more.

Geoff continued as Chair until 2005 and as a Board Member 
until 2012.

Geoff played a very important role in the Geelong 
community and was involved with many philanthropic and 
not for profit organisations. He was always approachable, 
always interested in people, always supportive, and always 
dealt with matters in confidence when required.

Geoff’s involvement in the Foundation is best summed up 
in the words of Founding Board Member, Val Lawrence: 
“without Geoff’s wisdom, drive and enthusiasm the 
Foundation would never have become the successful and 
respected organisation that assists so many charities in our 
Geelong Region.”

Geoff will be sadly missed in many circles in the Geelong 
community.

The Board of the Foundation thank Geoff for his committed 
service and extend their sympathy to members of the 
Neilson Family.
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2018 / 2019 Grant Allocations

Kate Betts GCF Board Member with grant recipient 
Kelly Reynolds, Clinical Director Kids Plus Foundation

Active Geelong

Anam Cara House Geelong

Ardoch

Back to Back Theatre

Back to School Program

Barwon Child Youth & Family

Barwon Network of Neighbourhood Houses

Bethany Community Support

Bluebird Foundation

Bravehearts Foundation

Cloverdale Community Centre

Communities that Care

Community Veracity

Cottage by the Sea

Deakin Child Study Centre

Diversitat

Drysdale Family Support

Gateways Support Services

Geelong Gallery

Geelong Food Relief Centre

Geelong Mums

Hope Bereavement Services

Kids Plus Foundation

Kids Thrive

Kids Under Cover

Lara and District Men’s Shed

Lara RSL

Lazarus Community Centre

Lions Village Licola through Lions Club of  
Geelong Corio Bay

$20,000

$24,000

$15,000

$15,000

$44,000

$20,000

$5,000

$105,000

$30,000

$14,000

$10,100

$27,000

$62,000

$20,000

$30,000

$40,000

$1,700

$22,500

$12,000

$30,000

$25,000

$12,000

$20,000

$35,000

$8,000

$8,900

$17,700

$4,200

$7,000

 $9,000

 $3,000

$40,000

$10,000

$31,000

 $7,500

$20,000

$20,000

$10,000

$7,000

$25,000

$17,000

$20,000

 $2,500

$10,000

 $5,400

$10,000

Meredith Community Centre

Music at the Basilica

Norlane Community Initiatives

Queenscliff Point Lonsdale Uniting Church

Samaritan House Geelong

Scope Australia

Skyline Education Foundation Australia

Somebody’s Daughter Theatre Company

The Gordon Scholarships

The Humour Foundation – Clown Doctors

The Sanctuary Counselling Centre

The Song Room

The Type 1 Foundation

Trustee for the Geelong Advertiser Music 
Scholarship Trust

Uniting Barwon Wesley Centre

Very Special Kids

Western Edge Youth Arts

Grand Total $932,500

Organisation AmountAmount Organisation
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2018 / 2019 Community Grants
Guests at the 2018 Grant Reception evening

This year the Geelong Community Foundation provided 46 community organisations with $932,500 in grants to fund a 
diverse range of initiatives across our impact areas including Community Wellbeing, Education & Training, Family, Health, 
Heritage & Arts, Research & Innovation and Youth. In addition, the Foundation provided $10,000 to The Gordon Scholarship 
Program and $46,000 to the Back To School Program, which is detailed on page 12.

COMMUNTY WELLBEING
Barwon Network of Neighbourhood Houses — $5,000
To fund the “Making Mentors” program, an innovative 
approach that harnesses and recognises the collective 
knowledge and expertise of experienced community 
development contributors in the Neighbourhood House 
sector across the Barwon region.

Cloverdale Community Centre — $10,100
To facilitate a collaboration and recruitment of music 
enthusiasts, in particular northern suburbs residents 
from as young as 13, providing them encouragement, 
participation and opportunities for skill development.

Community Veracity — $62,000
To support refurbishment of the location for the new home 
of the Power in You program that encourages change, with 
support based group sessions to help those struggling with 
addiction while juggling life, family and looking to get back 
into training or work.

Diversitat — $40,000
To support, strengthen and  break down critical barriers 
for CALD people with a disability is the principal purpose 
for building the Diversability Centre at Diversitat’s 
Northern Community Cultural Precinct. It will effectively 
pool Diversitat’s finite resources to efficiently facilitate 
access to disability support services.

Drysdale Family Support — $1,700
To enhance the SpringDale Community Garden undercover 
area to reduce impact and provide shelter from wind and 
rain and the installation of a flow meter to support water 
security.

Gateways Support Services — $22,500
To provide children 0-18 years with complex needs in the 
Geelong / Barwon Region an opportunity to socialise with 
other kids and have fun while staying safe, in overnight 
out of home care supported by specialist staff in a safe 
environment.

Geelong Food Relief Centre — $30,000
To enable the continued provision of a fresh supply of 
nutritious fruit and vegetables on a daily basis to the many 
people in need.

Lara and District Men’s Shed — $8,900
To upgrade the Shed and surrounds to provide improved 
meeting room facilities for local community groups, local 
school children and members of the public.

Lara RSL — $17,700
To complete refurbishment and expansion of the social and 
meeting room area, including new furniture and fittings. 
Included in the project is an upgrade of the outdoor site 
providing improved storage and a large undercover BBQ/
function area.

Lazarus Community Centre — $4,200
To update the food preparation area to enable volunteers 
to prepare meals safely and sufficiently, as part of the 
provision of a warm and safe environment for people 
experiencing homelessness.

Norlane Community Initiatives — $40,000
To enable the implementation of exciting and innovative 
community development projects in Norlane by building 
its leadership and operational capacity.
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The Little Birdi Pop-Up Café - 
Norlane Community Initiatives

Skyline Education graduation class

Northern Bay College Kids Thrive Program

Queenscliff Point Lonsdale Uniting Church — $10,000
To install air-conditioners and acoustic high-wall panels in 
the hall to enable the congregation’s community partners 
to enjoy the events that are held at the facility.

Samaritan House Geelong — $31,000
To provide a transition program helping previously 
homeless men overcome social and economic disadvantage 
to take their place as independent and contributing 
members of society, empowered with dignity, self-respect 
and confidence.

EDUCATION SUPPORT
Ardoch — $15,000
To provide children in areas of disadvantage with inspiring 
learning and life experiences, helping build a broad 
understanding of the world and in turn positively impact 
their educational outcomes and career aspirations.

Bravehearts — $14,000
To deliver a preventative, personal safety program for 
kindergarten and primary school children in the Geelong 
region.

Kids Thrive — $35,000
To implement a unique creative leadership program; 
igniting and skilling grade 6 students at Northern Bay 
College to become catalysts for local change.

Skyline Education Foundation Australia — $20,000
To provide financial assistance, leadership development, 
time management and study preparation skills for 
academically gifted and talented young people from 
disadvantaged socio-economic circumstances to complete 
Years 11 & 12 and transition onto tertiary education.

The Song Room — $17,000
To facilitate a partnership with Newcomb Primary School 
to deliver a ‘Tuned In For Life’ creative arts program 
to enhance student engagement with learning and 
improve education outcomes, wellbeing and community 
connectedness.

FAMILY SUPPORT
Back to Back Theatre — $15,000
To deliver three community program activities – Theatre 
of Speed, CAMP and Open Workshops – generating 
opportunities for people with a disability in Geelong to 
participate in art workshops of excellence.

Bethany Community Support — $105,000
To develop a Men’s Centre in Geelong to assist in 
addressing the issue of family violence in our community. 
The Centre will provide a holistic response to the issue, 
by providing a suite of services for local men–both in the 
prevention and response to family violence.

Bluebird Foundation — $30,000
To provide a holistic early childhood program that employs 
strategic, innovative arts interventions in an effort to 
redress poor educational outcomes that have become 
entrenched and generational in some communities.

Geelong Mums — $25,000
To support disadvantaged babies and children, providing 
the essentials they need, through the recycling of nursery 
equipment like cots, prams and car seats.
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Geelong Mums reconditioning nursery equipment

The Humour Foundation Clown Doctor

Playtime for kids at Kids Plus Foundation

Very Special Kids — $5,400
To assist parents explore new techniques and equip them 
with skills to better manage stress and cope overall in the 
face of such extreme situations. 

HEALTH SUPPORT
Active Geelong — $20,000
To implement a tool for Geelong residents, medical 
professionals, businesses and organisations to promote 
the importance of physical activity for a healthy lifestyle, 
making Geelong Australia’s most active city. 

Anam Cara House Geelong — $24,000
To fund the ‘Social Impact Study’ to analyse the key impacts 
on the construction of a purpose built hospice to be located 
within Deakin University campus at Waurn Ponds.

Hope Bereavement Services — $12,000
To offer free, qualified bereavement advice, support and 
counsel to anyone in the community following the death of 
an adult, both near the time of crisis and through ongoing 
support groups.

Kids Plus Foundation — $20,000
To provide an early intervention initiative aimed at 
supporting Geelong babies at high risk of having a 
significant neurodevelopmental disability. 

The Humour Foundation – Clown Doctors - $7,000
To enable professional, highly skilled performers to use 
humour therapy to enhance a sick child’s emotional 
healing and empowerment whilst easing the stress on their 
family and hospital staff during times of serious illness and 
trauma.

The Sanctuary Counselling Centre — $25,000
To provide Music Therapy and Counselling for individuals 
and their families living with a life-challenging illness 
or bereavement to reduce the psychological and social 
impacts and develop resilience and hope.

The Type 1 Foundation — $20,000
To support and facilitate the consolidation and refinement 
of innovative Type 1 Diabetes e-learning modules for 
schools, created and led by a team of Geelong health 
professionals. 

Uniting (Vic & Tas) Ltd / Uniting Barwon — $10,000
To provide a low cost counselling service to the most 
vulnerable people in our community, enabling them to 
learn skills, strategies and how to cope and be resilient. 

HERITAGE & ARTS
Geelong Art Gallery Inc — $12,000
To offer students, educators and community-based access 
groups to explore the theme of reconciliation through 
classroom learning, activities and workshops in the Gallery.

Music at The Basilica — $3,000
To present excellent local and visiting artists in 5 concerts 
in St Mary’s Basilica from July to December 2018 and a 
series of four Free Lunchtime Organ Recitals for Advent.
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Trustee for The Geelong Advertiser Music Scholarship 
Trust — $2,500
To provide financial assistance, support, education and 
encouragement for young classical musicians to aspire 
to excellence in music, affording valuable performance 
opportunities. 

TRAINING & RESEARCH
Deakin Child Study Centre–$30,000
To provide access to physical activity and promote 
mental and physical health through developing tailored 
resources for children with cerebral palsy and their 
families facilitated by a partnership between the Kids Plus 
Foundation and the Deakin Child Study Centre.

YOUTH SUPPORT
Barwon Child Youth & Family — $20,000
To improve the mental and physical health of young people 
by allocating a mental health clinician to provide asser-
tive outreach to sporting clubs in the region through the 
Groundswell program.

Communities That Care — $27,000
To provide an opportunity for young people to contribute 
to the strategic direction of the ‘Communities That Care 
Geelong Steering Committee’, offering empowerment and 
opportunity to voice what is important to them.

Cottage By The Sea — $20,000
To provide a mentoring support program to Leopold 
teenagers, through participation in camps on a regular 
basis at the Cottage in Queenscliff and also different offsite 
adventures.

Cottage by the Sea Outdoor Program

Western Edge Youth Arts participants

Kids Under Cover — $8,000
To provide funding for 11 annual scholarships for dis-
advantaged young people living in the Kids Under Cover 
accommodation on the Bellarine Peninsula.   The Schol-
arships help offset the basic costs of education/training, 
enabling them to remain engaged or re-engage with their 
education. 

Lions Village Licola Through Lions Club of Geelong Corio 
Bay — $7,000
To provide exciting and enjoyable wilderness challenges 
for children whose attitudes and behaviours may benefit 
from the positive examples of their carers and activity 
leaders.

Meredith Community Centre — $9,000
To encourage more participation of children and 
adolescents at the Centre, providing a place where they can 
participate in activities in a safe environment, including a 
weekly program for primary school aged children and also 
a drop in place for young people.

Scope Australia — $7,500
To support the purchase of additional musical instruments 
for the ‘Rockheads’ band, who provide support for each 
other to develop skills and grow creatively through their 
passion for music.

Somebody’s Daughter Theatre Company — $20,000
To provide an intensive multi-arts project leading to 
productions for all young people aged 12-26 across the 
Greater Geelong region.

Western Edge Youth Arts — $10,000
To establish a youth theatre project that will create an 
inclusive arts space for culturally diverse young people 
in North Geelong, particularly those from refugee 
backgrounds.
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Schools in Philanthropy Program

Back to School Program

The Schools in Philanthropy program was 
established by the Geelong Community 
Foundation in 2011 to help young 
people learn about philanthropy, build 
social awareness and drive community 
leadership.

The aim of the program is to inspire young people to begin 
a life-long commitment to giving through activities that 
have a positive impact on the communities in which they 
live, and will one day work.

The Foundation guides students through the grant-making 
process including assessments of funding applications, 
interviewing potential grant recipients and making 
funding recommendations. The program is also designed 
to facilitate school and student involvement with the 
Foundation and gain an understanding of current 
community issues.

This year we have had the opportunity to trial a different 
model thanks to the passion and commitment of Sacred 
Heart College and a fabulous group of young women from 
the College’s VCAL program, very ably led by their teacher 
Janine Smith.

Sacred Heart College Students – 
2018 Schools in Philanthropy Program

Education is a fundamental right and 
we know many organisations share our 
belief that a quality education should be 
accessible, no matter where you live. 

The Back to School (BTS) program has been operating 
since 2005, and is delivered in this region by the Geelong 
Community Foundation in partnership with Foundation 

for Rural & Regional Renewal, the Glover Foundation and a 
number of other supporters.

This BTS program helps students to access quality 
educational experiences through the provision of $50 
Target gift vouchers which are redeemable for items 
such as school uniforms, clothing, shoes, school bags and 
stationery items necessary to start the school year.

The Foundation’s contribution of $44,000 this year enabled 
the provision of 1,685 $50 Target vouchers totalling 
$84,250. These vouchers were distributed to 49 primary 
and secondary schools in our region based on the scale of 
educational advantage.

The difference that a gift of $50 can make should not 
be underestimated. Impact of this program can be 
summarised from a report received from a school recently 
– a student’s father decided he would not care for his Year 
9 daughter anymore. She was banned from the house and 
unable to access any of her personal items. The school was 
able to give her some vouchers and take her to get some 
towels, underwear and toiletries etc. They then assisted 
her to find safe accommodation. Despite this traumatic 
experience, the school was able to keep her engaged to 
continue her education.

There were many other stories just like this!!
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Grant Spotlight
Breaking the cycle of homelessness:  
Transition to a better future

Initial discussions about the problem began around 
2010 after the unavoidable closure of a Salvation Army 
hostel, reducing the crisis accommodation in a city of 
220,000 people to just five beds. After lengthy discussions, 
Samaritan House Geelong established funding, policy and 
procedures and a volunteer base opening the first home in 
2012. The second home opened in 2015 largely due to the 
generosity of the Bisinella family.

Samaritan House is entirely community-driven and 
receives no government or local council funding support. 
It is run by a voluntary Board and, since November 2017, 
works with SalvoConnect Barwon in providing this service. 
It relies on the various support of volunteers, Geelong 
business people who provide pro bono support and 
students from schools such as St Joseph’s College, Sacred 
Heart College and The Geelong College who help with 
fundraising, in-kind donations and volunteering.

Samaritan House exists to help men experiencing 
homelessness in the Geelong Region by providing 
welcoming accommodation, an evening meal and ongoing 

support. Samaritan House implements a comprehensive 
model of support to men who are homeless, transient 
and often present with conditions such as mental health, 
problematic substance use, offending behaviour and 
chronic isolation.

In the time the houses have been operational, 440 men 
have been accommodated. Deputy Board Chair Andrew 
Balaam said the Geelong Community Foundation has 
greatly assisted with funding professional, qualified staff 
from SalvoConnect who provide a state of the art model of 
homeless services.

Approximately 80% of the men going through the homes, 
find permanent accommodation and most say that 
Samaritan House has given them warmth, comfort, security 
and hope. Samaritan House aims to continue to provide 
outstanding homeless services to men in this region and 
will look to expand services as required.

Any person looking to help is encouraged to speak with the 
Manager Samaritan House Tim Wilson.

If you would like more information on Samaritan House 
visit www.samaritanhousegeelong.com.au

Samaritan House in Geelong started 
as a seed of an idea in 2009 when six 
concerned citizens realised there was 
no accommodation in this region for 
homeless men.

In the kitchen at Samaritan House
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Grant Spotlight
Bluebird’s innovative arts program is having a huge impact 
supporting children and increasing educational outcomes

TBA North is a holistic early childhood program at St 
Thomas Aquinas Primary School, Norlane and St Francis 
Xavier Primary School, Corio. It employs strategic, 
innovative arts interventions in an effort to redress poor 
educational outcomes. The program strives for effective, 
sustainable results for families.

The elements of the program that the Foundation supports 
include:

• SingingLinks–a comprehensive program of daily   
 singing in the Prep-2 classrooms. Designed to support   
students in becoming tuneful, beautiful and artful, whilst 
promoting literacy, numeracy and social outcomes.

• MusicLinks–an extended transition-to-school program 
for parents/carers and their pre-prep children during 
the months prior to school entry. Weekly parent-child 
sessions provide a gentle and positive introduction to 
the school environment, building relationships between 
parents and school staff, and establishing a culture of 
mutual respect and parent engagement.

• ClassLinks–the completion of the extended transition-
to-school program that invites parents/carers into the 
classroom to learn together with their prep children 
during their first term of formal schooling. 

• North Children’s Choir (to commence in 2019)–a choral 
program for selected students from both schools 
combined, incorporating traditional age-appropriate 
choral music providing a pathway of musical excellence 
and performance opportunities.

Bluebird is making a real difference in people’s lives, it 
recognises the power of the arts to effect cultural change 
within communities. 

The organisation improves the social, emotional and 
health outcomes for those involved. Their projects are 
collaborative and needs-based, they are supported by 
exceptional professional artists who guide, teach and 
inspire. Bluebird takes pride in their hands-on approach 
creating unique art projects that are tailored to the needs 
of participants.

The program is increasingly building momentum as 
families and the school staff recognise the benefits for 
early learners. The teachers who have been involved in 
the SingingLinks program since its inception in 2017 are 
becoming more and more skilled and dedicated to ensuring 
that singing is a daily part of their classroom. The teachers 
notice the benefits through the children’s improved 
listening skills, the faster aural learning capacity and the 
increased musicality amongst their students.

The Bluebird Foundation recognised the need for a 
program to assist the many children in the community 
who begin school with developmental vulnerabilities. The 
grant has immensely helped bring the program to life by 
supporting children and families to engage joyfully with 
school staff and programs before starting their formal 
education.

If you would like more information on the Bluebird 
Foundation visit www.bluebirdfoundationinc.org.au

The Bluebird Foundation is a community 
arts organisation that received the 
transformational grant of $30,000 from 
the Geelong Community Foundation in 
2018. The grant is contributing to the 
TBA North Program, that creates and 
delivers quality arts programs that focus’ 
on reducing poor educational outcomes 
through innovative arts interventions.

Bluebird Foundation’s TBA North Program participants
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What is Philanthropy 500?
Philanthropy is for everyone: everyone 
should have the opportunity to create 
positive social change in their community. 
In 2017, Philanthropy 500 (P500) was 
established to engage new donors who 
are keen to contribute to supporting our 
community and to experience first-hand 
the high impact of collective giving.

How it works
P500 aims to highlight unmet needs in our community, to 
increase involvement in philanthropy across Geelong and 
support life-changing community programs. Our strategy 
is to make one primary grant each year and to grow an 
endowment fund collectively.

Why join?
P500 is inclusive, informed, rewarding, social, powerful 
and crucial to a sustainable community.

The Foundation believes more people would be 
philanthropic if inspired to be so. This circle of giving 
engages younger generations and other new donors to 
understand the importance and benefits of philanthropy. 
By providing an accessible entry level for family giving, 

P500 is also an opportunity to build children’s awareness of 
philanthropy. P500 members experience the satisfaction of 
being involved in powerful, engaged philanthropy.

2017 Grant Recipient
Geelong Community Foundation’s inaugural Philanthropy 
500 Grant was awarded to Gateways Support Services. 
The grant of $22,500 enabled the purchase of four 
specialised paediatric hi-lo beds for children who have 
complex medical needs.

2018 Grant Recipient 
In 2018, the $500 tax deductible gifts of 150 people will 
be pooled to make a $40,00 grant to a local charity of the 
group’s choosing. This amount includes $2,500 being the 
interest earned on the P500 Sub Fund created in 2017. The 
remaining $37,500 will be added to the P500 Sub Fund 
and, again, the interest earned on this fund will be added 
to the 2019 grant. The P500 endowment fund provides a 
lasting gift to our community. The 2018 grant recipient 
will be determined by a vote by P500 donors at an event in 
November 2018.

Philanthropy 500 
Collective Giving for Geelong

2017 P500 Grant Recipient celebration
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Partnership
Geelong Community Foundation & Adroit Insurance & Risk

Adroit Capital Grant
Since its inception in 2002 the Adroit Insurance and Risk 
Charity Golf Day has raised much needed funds for the 
Geelong Community. Starting with a small group of people 
and a passion to make a difference, this annual event has 
grown to one of the largest in the Geelong fundraising 
calendar. The event is unrivalled and noted as one of the 
most prestigious golf days in the region.

Since 2006 Adroit has partnered with the Geelong 
Community Foundation as the beneficiary of the funds 
from the day. The aim is for money raised to fund 
sustainable capital projects that will see a lasting effect 
on the community, any remaining monies are placed into 
a perpetual fund to be distributed via the Foundation’s 
annual grant round.

In 2017 the Adroit Charity Golf Day Grant was launched, 
with the opportunity for all community organisations in 

the Geelong region to apply for a $100,000 capital grant. 
The grant was developed to ensure the funds from the day 
made a lasting impact via a capital project. This not only 
allowed Adroit to go from being reactive to proactive in 
sourcing a cause but allowed local charities to plan ahead 
and realise a project that potentially would have been out 
of reach may now become a reality. To date the event has 
raised over $1m.

In 2017 the grant was awarded to Bethany Community 
Support to assist the development of the Men’s Family 
Violence Intervention Centre. In November 2018 
participants in the golf day will be providing financial 
support to Kids Plus Foundation who were awarded 
$90,000 for an outdoor therapy and play space and $10,000 
for Encompass to develop the business case for the support 
of people with a disability to successfully transition to 
independent living. 

Opening of the Centre -  
The Hon. Gavin Jennings MLC,  

Ryan Leemon Chair of the Bethany Board 
& Grant Boyd, Bethany CEO.
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Scholarship Funds
The Geelong Community Foundation Scholarship Fund is 
a public fund developed to provide scholarships, bursaries 
and prizes to promote education in pre-school, primary, 
secondary and tertiary courses.

The Foundation has grown to establish a number of 
Scholarship Funds based on the desire of organisations 
and families to support individual’s education and career 
advancement.

As the community of Geelong relies less on blue collar 
industries and more on professional skills i.e. medical, 
technology and professional services, the provision of a 
well-funded and diverse scholarship program will enhance 
opportunities for young people in the Geelong Community.

2018 Gordon Scholarship Recipients

Ron Thompson Memorial Scholarship
The Ron Thompson Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
developed after the untimely death of Mr. Ron Thompson, 
a well-respected and longtime teacher at Oberon High 
School.

The Scholarship is to perpetuate the memory of Ron and 
the wonderful work he undertook during his time at 
Oberon High. The Scholarship is funded by family and 
friends.

Students from Oberon High School are eligible to 
apply with a Year 10 student selected each year and 
then supported through year 10, 11 and 12 with a $500 
scholarship payment each year for the three years.

Tom Cleary Memorial Scholarship
JB Scott Pty Ltd was founded in Geelong in 1925, providing 
farm machinery and merchandise to farms in the Geelong 
region. Under Tom Cleary’s leadership, high importance 
was given to the quality of service, a philosophy that 
continues today under Tom’s son Andrew’s management. 
The organisation has strong links to the local farming 
community and is respected for fast and reliable spare 
parts service, high quality second-hand machinery and first 
class service backup for all farm machinery.

The Tom Cleary Memorial Scholarship provides a $1,000 
scholarship annually to one young person aged between 
16-25 years, who is seeking a career in the Agricultural 
and Horticultural Sector. It may be an apprenticeship or 
studying in a diploma/degree program or supporting the 
attendance at workshops connected to a career.

Rural Education and Retraining Scholarship
Established by an anonymous donor, the Rural Education 
and Retraining Scholarship is provided to promote 
excellence in agriculture and related pursuits. One 
scholarship valued at $1,000 is provided annually.

Allison Murphy Memorial Scholarship Fund
Allison Murphy operated a successful public affairs 
consultancy in Geelong. At age 42 Alli died suddenly 
on 25 February 2015, however her contribution to the 
Geelong community will not be forgotten. Her friends and 
colleagues established the memorial scholarship in her 
name to allow women to follow in Allison’s footsteps and 
study public affairs at Deakin University.

More than $100,000 has been contributed to the Fund 
which will provide scholarships for up to ten students over 
the next eighteen years. To date three Deakin students have 
received a financial scholarship and an opportunity to be 
mentored by some of Geelong’s top leaders. 

Other Scholarship Funds
A number of other scholarship funds have been established 
and are currently in the build phase. The intent is for the 
annual contribution to these funds to grow the corpus 
so that in a few years’ time, the interest generated by the 
investment of these funds will provide annual scholarships.

Other Scholarship Funds include the Dorothy Jean 
Scholarship, the Miles Family Scholarship, the Jason Breen 
Scholarship and the J & C Gulli Scholarship Fund.



18–GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION –– 2017/2018 ANNUAL REPORT

2017 / 2018 Donations
The Geelong Community Foundation has grown to 128 Named Sub Funds with eight new funds added in 2017/2018. 
We encourage contribution to these funds by our Donors annually. We thank and acknowledge those individuals and 
organisations who have identified the Foundation as their partner in philanthropy.

New Named Sub Funds
Named Sub Funds become your donation account that allow you to add a name to your giving–the name of the donor, donor 
family or it may be anonymous. Donors may also indicate their grant making preference for a particular charity or impact 
area. New funds established in 2017/2018 are;

Baines and Lansdell Family Fund

Bruce and Rosemary Robinson Fund 

Greg and Kerri Crawford Fund

Murray Family Fund

Bequests
By leaving a bequest in your Will to the Foundation, you will create a long-lasting gift that will be held in perpetuity to 
support the needs of our community; ‘your gift working forever’.

Scholarship Fund
A public fund developed for the purpose of providing scholarships to promote education and support individual career 
advancement.

Northern Bay College Scholarship Fund

Richard John Lyons Memorial Fund

Seller Family Fund

Value ADE (McColl) Fund

Donations to Existing Named Sub Funds 
A & A Lawson Family

Agar & Whitehead Family

Angelo Kakouros

Anonymous No. 3 & 7

Antony Family

Coltman Family

Crowe Horwath

Deam Family

Dorothy Jean Scholarship

Dowling Family

DR & VJ Lawrence

Dr Haz Hussain-Yusuf

Ed & Sharon Coppe

EF & W Dimmick

Fagg Family

Fleur Nicholson

G Wood Family

Gary & Heather Work Family

George

J & C Gulli Family

J & P Brockman Family

James M Kavanagh

Kitson Family

Les & Trevor Cole

Louise Gourlay

MJ & HJ Fraser & JW Brownbill

Michael & Louise King Family

Miles Family Scholarship

Muirfield Financial Services

Ramia Family

Reilly Family

Ron Thompson Scholarship

Swanborough

Torney Family

Whyte Just & Moore

Williamson & Baulch Families

Donations to the General Fund
The General Fund is available for any tax deductible donation without having to develop a Named Sub Fund. Donations 
received to the General Fund in 2017/2018 were provided by;

Barry Provan

Ben Clifton

Joy Buckland

June Cameron

Polley Timber

Wayne Doull

Christie & Chris O’Donnell

Geelong Law Association
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Donations to 2018 Philanthropy 500 Fund
Adele and Hayden Bateman
Adrian Blades
Adroit Services Team
Amanda Jennings
Andrew and Jen Torney
Angela Simpson
Anthony Aitken and Sue Minchinton
Anthony Papalia
Arbella Diprose
Arch and Pam Gardner
Ashley Dowie
Barry Fagg
Bartlett’s Environmental
Bellarine Estate
Bernard and Helen Jordan x 3
Beth King
Betts Legal
Bill and Monica Bond
Brian and Elizabeth Wood
Brian and Helen Quarrell
Brian and Jenny O’Shannassy
Bryn Kelly
Cameron Shakespeare
Catherine and Nick Goldsworthy
Catherine Muir
Charlie Mackinnon
Charlie Weis x 4
Cormac Hanrahan
Courtney Robinson
Damian and Lisa Dowling
Dane and Melissa O’Shanassy x 2
Daniel and Georgia Malone
David McDonald
David Parker
Davidsons
Dianne Muir
Elizabeth Donovan
Elizabeth Hewitt
Emily and Matt Torney x 2
Emma Hollaway
Frank Pluim and Jenny Yeats x 3
Gail Rodgers
Geelong Breakfast Lions Club x 7
GOOP Digital
Kane Quickensted and Haley 
O’Connor
Hayden Baker

Ian Davis
James Fuller
James Sidebottom
Jan Glover x 2
Jane Osborne
Jarrott Family
Jason Smith
Jeremy Williams
Jessica Sharp
Jewell Family
Joe and Jean Di Stefano x 2
John O’Shannassy
Julie Edmonds
Julie Pavletich
Kate and Peter Betts
Kate Swifte
Kathryn Bonning
Keith Fagg
Kerry Betts
Kim and Jennifer Henderson
Lachie McColl
Lesley Duncan
Levi Karschimkus
Lisa Baker
Lisa Nadorp
Little Creatures
Little Green Corner
Locke Family
Louise and Luke Porra
Luisa Munoz
Lynette Wood
Marcus Ritchie
Mark and Kathryn Osborne
Martha Day
Mathew Dickens
Melinda Planken
Michael and Kerry Browne
Michael Merriman
Michael Statham
Michael Wolfe
Old Geelong Collegians Assoc
Miranda Luby
Murray Symons
National Hotel
Olivia Mackie-Coop
Pat Murnane

Hayden Miller
Hayden and Sally Torney x 2
Helen and Lindsay Fisher x 2
Henry Weddell
Paul and Kara Statham
Paul Loughnan
Pet Horse & Farm
Peter Derbyshire
Peter Johnston
Peter Spear
Peter Winkler Architects
Picnic Season / Tim O’Shannassy
Ralph Menchise
Richard Wallace
Rob and Shan Moreton
Rob Birch
Rob Scarlett
Rodger Baker
Rodney Bell
Sacred Heart VCAL Students
Sam Parsons
Sarah Leach
Sarah Reid
Shelly Taylor
Shona De Forest
Sue Marshman
Tamara Carman and Nick Carter
Taylar Lavars
Terry Bourke
TGM Group Pty Ltd
Thane Joske
The Baranski Family
The Whitehead Family
Theresa Thornton
Tim Osborne
Tom Butters
Mercedes Benz Geelong
Tony, Bec, Jack and Charlotte Evans
Victoria Murrihy
Whyte Just and Moore x 2
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Named Sub Funds
Named Sub Funds are a growing way philanthropists can give to the Geelong Community Foundation. The gift in these cases 
can carry the name of the Donor or the Donor’s family. The name may honour someone or preserve the memory of a family 
member, friend, pioneer or outstanding citizen. The following Named Sub Funds have been established.

A & A Lawson Family Fund
Adabrae Fund
Adroit Golf Day Fund
Adroit Insurance & Risk Fund
Advisory Partners Fund
Agar & Whitehead Family Fund
Alan & Sheila David Family Fund
Allison Murphy Memorial 
Scholarship Fund
Alsop Family Fund
Angelo Kakouros Fund
Anonymous Funds 1, 3, 5, 6, 7 & 8
Antony Family Fund
APCO Fund
Backwell IXL Fund
Bailey Family Fund
Bain Family Fund
Baines & Lansdell Family Fund
Balaam Family Fund
Barber Fund
Bourke Family Fund
Bruce & Rosemary Robinson Fund
Coltman Family Fund
Corio Community Contact Fund
Corless Family Fund
Crowe Horwath Fund
Darryn Lyons Fund
Deam Family Fund
Denis & Denice Peacock Family Fund
Dorothy Jean Scholarship Fund
Dowling Family Fund
DR & VJ Lawrence Fund
Dr Haz Hussain-Yusuf Fund
E F & W Dimmick Fund
Ed & Sharon Coppe Fund
Edwards Family Fund
Fagg Family Fund
Fisher Family Fund
Fleur Nicholson Fund
Frank Costa Fund
Fred & Pauline Flanagan Estate

G Wood Family Fund
Gary & Heather Work Family Fund
Geelong Northern & Eastern Suburbs 
Fund
Geoffrey & Betty Betts Family Fund
Geoffrey Neilson Fund
George Fund
Greg & Kerri Crawford Fund
H & M Munday Fund
Harold Leighton Estate
Hayden Family Fund
HDL Fund
Henderson Family Fund
Howard Hitchcock Estate
Hudson Family Fund
Illingworth Family Fund
J & C Gulli Family Fund
J & C Gulli Scholarship Fund
J & P Brockman Family Fund
JG Moffatt Fund
James M Kavanagh Fund
Jason Breen Scholarship Fund
JC Bowen Estate
John & Prue Webb Family Fund
Justin van Laar Memorial Fund
Kenneth Neil Stott Fund
Kitson Family Fund
Lake Imaging Fund
LBW Chartered Accountants Fund
Les & Trevor Cole Fund
Lesley Yvonne Taylor Estate
Lino & Marina Bisinella Family Fund
Louise Gourlay Fund
Margaret Ann Cody Estate
Mark & Kathryn Osborne Fund
McHarry’s Buslines Fund
McManus Family Fund
Michael & Louise King Family Fund
Miles Family Scholarship Fund
MJ & HJ Fraser & JW Brownbill Fund
Muirfield Financial Services Fund

Murray Family Fund
Nash Family Fund
Neville & Dianne Crane Family Fund
Northern Bay College Scholarship Fund
O’Shannassy Family Fund
PA Caldwell Fund
Pam & Richard Austin Family Fund
Patrick & Ann Rowan Fund
Peter & Annette Tanner Family Fund
Peter Johnston Fund
Philanthropy 500 Fund
Quarrell Family Fund
Ramia Family Fund
Ray Frost Family Fund
Reilly Family Fund
Richard John Lyons Memorial Fund
RLB Fund
Robert Andrews Leggatt Estate
Ron Thompson Scholarship Fund
Ross & Jan Synot Family Fund
Rotary Club of Highton Fund
SS & J Nevile Fund
Seller Family Fund
Singer Family Fund
Stewart Family Fund
Surf Coast Charitable Fund
Swanborough Fund
T & H Santalucia Family Fund
The Rural Education & Retraining 
Scholarship Fund
Tim & Mary Farley Family Fund
Tom Cleary Memorial Scholarship Fund
Torney Family Fund
Value ADE (McColl) Fund
WAM Fund
Wheeler Financial Services Fund
Whyte Just & Moore Fund
William Garth Little Estate Fund
Williamson & Baulch Families Fund
Yvonne Bernath Fund
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Donor Stories
Our donor stories not only depict the diversity of our community, but also demonstrate how the Geelong Community 
Foundation meets the ‘giving’ needs of a wide audience.  To read the unabridged stories of our donors, please visit our 
website www.geelongfoundation.org/our-donors-named-funds

ADROIT INSURANCE & RISK FUND
A strong community value has always been at the heart 
of Adroit and they are well known within their local 
communities for the work they do. With a powerful 
community focus and a real desire to make a difference & 
provide support to the communities in which they work & 
live led to the development of its fund with the Foundation 
in 2006.

ADROIT GOLF DAY FUND
Adroit’s strong community focus and desire to make a 
difference sees them celebrating the 17th Adroit Charity 
Golf Day in 2018. Partnering with the Geelong Community 
Foundation the Adroit Golf Day Fund was established in 
2006 to ensure the proceeds from the event had a lasting 
impact on the Geelong Community. The event has grown 
to one of the largest fundraising events in the Geelong 
Calendar and raised over $1 million for local causes and 
initiatives.

ADVISORY PARTNERS FUND
The team at Advisory Partners are pleased to support 
our local community through the Geelong Community 
Foundation. We are thrilled to be Geelong Community 
Foundation’s 100th Named Fund as our staff have a 
genuine passion to live our social responsibility.  We are a 
young & dynamic group of advisers providing integrated 
tax, business & financial services. We enjoy being part 
of the Geelong Community Foundation & its meaningful 
contribution to the people of Geelong.

ALAN & SHEILA DAVID FAMILY FUND
Alan David OAM (1913-2005) & his wife Sheila were 
committed to the Geelong community throughout the 
six decades of their married life.  While Alan was at the 
forefront of their dedicated community service, Sheila was 
always a supportive partner in every activity. Shelia also 
participated in her own voluntary work, including a driver 
for the Association for the Blind Meals on Wheels service 
& many years of service on the Grace McKellar Ladies 
Auxiliary from its inception in 1972.

Their four David children, Susan, Robert, Graeme & 
Murray are all involved with the Foundation.  All family 
members, including their 12 grandchildren have a strong 
understanding & respect for Alan & Sheila’s values, work & 
community service.

ANTONY FAMILY FUND
Brian & Barbara Antony have been residents of Geelong 
for 32 years following their move from Melbourne in 
the 1970’s. Their four children & six grandchildren all 
live in the Geelong area. Brian & Barbara are very keen 
supporters of many local charities & Brian has been a 
member of Rotary for many years. 

BACKWELL IXL FUND
Over the last 160 years, Backwell IXL Pty Ltd has grown 
from a blacksmiths shop in Geelong West to a diversified 
Australian manufacturer & distributor of domestic 
appliances under the IXL, Cannon, iRobot & Blueair brands, 
pressed & roll-formed metal products & metal castings. 
The Backwell family started the Backwell IXL Fund in 
support of the Foundation’s objectives to assist people in 
need in our community, with a specific focus on improving 
educational opportunities. 

BAILEY FAMILY FUND
After retiring as CEO of the ANZ Bank, Will & Dorothy 
decided to “put something back into the community” 
in recognition of the benefits they had enjoyed. They 
established a Charitable Bequest through ANZ Trustees 
& co-founded a drop in centre for street people & the 
marginalised in Melbourne. Upon relocating to Geelong 
they decided to support the Geelong Community 
Foundation & Will was a Director of the Foundation from 
2002 to 2009.

COLTMAN FAMILY FUND
Dr Kay Coltman was born in Ballarat & first came to 
Geelong to complete his secondary schooling. He then 
graduated in Medicine at Melbourne University. He did 
his postgraduate training in Obstetrics & Gynaecology in 
Melbourne & London where he obtained his higher degree.  
Kay & his wife Barbara maintain an ongoing interest in 
Education.

CORIO COMMUNITY CONTACT FUND
For a number of years Vital Link Geelong was involved 
with supply of emergency pendant alerts which allow 
people to continue to live independently at home.

When the contract for provision of these services was 
moved to a Ballarat provider it was decided that Vital 
Link Geelong be wound up.  As surplus funds had been 
generated from donations & operations in the Geelong 
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region, the directors desired that funds released should be 
available, where possible, for projects in the community 
that would support the aged to continue living in their own 
homes.

It was decided that the Foundation would be the best 
organisation to hold the funds & make appropriate 
grants. At the wind up, $380,000 was gifted to the Geelong 
Community Foundation Open Fund. 

CORLESS FAMILY FUND
The Corless Group are currently the proprietors of 
Wallington Rural & Garden Supplies, Ocean Grove Real 
Estate & developers of the Kingston residential estate 
in Ocean Grove.   The founders, Ed & Win have been 
actively involved in community service organisations for 
many years.  They were passionate members of the Lions 
Club in Ocean Grove & the Companies are now active 
supporters of the local “Men`s Shed”.  Having lived in 
the local community for decades, Ed & Win decided to 
establish their family fund to “give something back” to 
the community. The Fund will continue into the future, in 
memory of Ed. 

CROWE HORWATH FUND         
In 2010, Crowe Horwath (Aust) Pty Ltd established a 
Named Fund with the Geelong Community Foundation as 
part of their longstanding commitment to, & involvement 
with the Geelong community to ensure their support is 
allocated where it is needed most.  With a history dating 
back over 60 years (through Geelong firm Day Neilson & 
its predecessors), Crowe Horwath is now the fifth largest 
accounting firm in Australia.

DARRYN LYONS FUND         
Darryn Lyons, past Mayor of the City of Greater Geelong, 
lives by one simple philosophy ‘Think Big’. Coming sixth 
in ‘Celebrity Big Brother’ in the UK, Darryn donated his 
winnings to the Foundation through the Darryn Lyons 
Named Fund. Early in 2012 he also donated the winnings 
from his time in the Australian TV show, Excess Baggage.

Darryn Lyons is pleased to give back to his home town 
through a Named Sub Fund with the Foundation.

DOWLING FAMILY FUND         
Michael & Lynne have contributed to many charitable 
& community organisations over the past forty years. In 
2017 Michael was appointed as a Member of The Order of 
Australia (AM) for his “significant service to the community 
of Geelong through leadership with a range of social 
welfare, business & education organisations”.

By contributing to the Foundation Michael & Lynne hope 
to continue to assist organisations within the Geelong 
community.

DR HAZIZUL HUSSAIN-YUSUF FUND         
Dr. Hazizul Hussain –Yusuf is a Microbiologist at a private 
research laboratory within the Geelong Hospital. Haz is 
no newcomer to Geelong as he first came here to study at 
Geelong Grammar School in 1980 & following completion 
of his VCE he attended Melbourne University for four 
years. He came back to work in Geelong after completing 
his Masters Degree & PhD in Microbiology at the University 
of Kogoshima in Japan.

EF & W DIMMICK FUND         
Edwin Dimmick was born in 1938 in Queensland & grew 
up at Boonah.  He completed a course in textile technology 
at the Gordon Institute of Technology in Geelong & 
followed this with a part time science course at the 
University of Queensland.  Ted married Wendy Philbrick & 
in 1961 & they moved to Geelong in 1970 where Ted started 
his own business, Geelong Weavers. In 1995 when Fletcher 
Jones was about to be closed, Ted felt that it was a business 
that could continue as a successful business. Ted’s drive 
& strong leadership enabled Fletcher Jones to survive as 
a retail chain for a further 16 years.  Ted started a Named 
Fund in the Foundation in 2005.

ED & SHARON COPPE FUND       
Ed was born in Geelong to recently arrived Italian 
immigrants, Francesco & Maria Coppe, in 1958. He was 
educated in Geelong, completing his B.Com at Deakin 
University. Ed joined Mars Incorporated, in Ballarat as a 
financial accountant. Ed & Sharon met in 1984 & married 
in 1988. His career enabled he & Sharon to travel around 
the world together. In 1995 they returned to Geelong with 
their children James, was born in Geelong in 1990 & Alex, 
born in the UK in 1993.

Sharon was born & educated in Ballarat. She began 
working life as a dental nurse after leaving school, but 
boredom led her to start a Psychology degree at Ballarat 
University. Motherhood & relocations to London & Moscow 
resulted in Sharon pursuing her degree by transitioning 
to Deakin University, London’s Open University & back 
to Deakin. Sharon’s determination ultimately led her to 
finish her degree, complete her Honors & Masters degrees, 
achieving her ambition of a PhD in Psychology.

Today Sharon follows her passion, working as a 
Psychologist with Barwon Health, Lewis & Lewis in private 
practice, & as a casual lecturer at Deakin University. Ed 
operates Strategic Investment Management & is very 
involved in community life.

FAGG FAMILY FUND         
The Fagg Family passionate supporters of the Geelong 
community, both active involvement in many organisations 
& financial support.

The late, Bert Fagg, born in 1917, grew up & was educated 
in Geelong. He trained as a carpenter/joiner & went on 
to become a Director & Chairman of the family timber & 
hardware business – Fagg’s Mitre 10.
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The late Ruth Fagg spent much of her childhood in country 
towns in Victoria, including a period in Geelong. After 
training as a secondary teacher, she settled in Geelong 
when she & Bert married in 1945.

Bert & Ruth combined their ‘hands on’ involvement with 
significant philanthropic support for a myriad of charitable 
organisations both in Geelong & beyond. Their support 
of the Foundation, through a Named Fund has become a 
significant part of this. Their sons Barry & Keith Fagg are 
continuing this support.

FRANK COSTA FUND         
A life-time resident of Geelong & passionate family man, 
Frank has demonstrated his support for the community 
through many acts of generosity to charitable & other 
causes across the entire region. 

Frank was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in 
1997, in acknowledgement of his service to youth & the 
community.  When it comes to philanthropy & donating 
to charitable causes, one of which is the Foundation, 
Frank says that he is grateful for the success he has had 
in business & in his family life.  It gives him pleasure to 
be able to “give back to the community” that has been 
so supportive of him throughout his life.  He encourages 
others to do the same.

FRED & PAULINE FLANAGAN ESTATE FUND        
In 1964 Pauline De La Perrelle, originally of Canterbury, 
Kent, England, married Geelong Football Club legend Fred 
Flanagan & they took up residence at Torquay.

However, there was no time for a honeymoon as Fred had 
just been appointed by the Shell Oil Company as fuel agent 
in Geelong for its subsidiary, Neptune Oil Company where 
he built a successful petroleum distributorship business. 
The Flanagan’s retired from business in 1981 & turned 
their attention to helping others through Geelong Legacy.

Ably supported by Pauline, Fred held a number of 
positions with Geelong Legacy including President & was 
also inducted into the Legacy Foundation of Victoria as 
President.

After 12 years of enjoyable residence at the Abervale 
Retirement Village in Grovedale, Fred passed away in 
January 2013 aged 88 years. Pauline passed away in March 
2015 aged 90 & her Estate provided a number of legacies to 
not for profit organisations including $200k to the Geelong 
Community Foundation.

G WOOD FAMILY FUND         
Graeme Wood was born in Geelong in 1940 & educated 
at North Geelong Primary School & the Geelong Junior 
Technical College in Moorabool St. Graeme obtained a 
plumbing apprenticeship with W C Dunn & Son where he 
worked for eight years before moving to Quick & Fowler 
Plumbers. After four years at Q & F, Graeme moved to P 

J Hatwell Builders for two years before starting his own 
plumbing business as a partnership with wife Joan in 1970.

Sadly, in 1984 Joan died & since then Graeme has continued 
operating G J & J F Plumbing. Graeme is a great contributor 
to community through his 23 year membership of Belmont 
Rotary. To add to his community work, he has established 
a fund in the Foundation which will continue to give 
permanent support for our community in the years ahead.

GARY & HEATHER WORK FAMILY FUND         
Gary & Heather Work established their family fund 
because of their belief in the Geelong Community 
Foundation & their desire to contribute back to the 
community.   They have a particular interest in supporting 
children & youth services programs & projects because 
they rightly believe that “our children are our future”.

GEOFFREY & BETTY BETTS FAMILY FUND         
Geoffrey (Geoff) & Betty Betts arrived in Geelong in 1949 
from their birthplace Sydney. Married in 1942 in wartime 
Australia, a partnership of over 72 years was created until 
Geoff’s death in 2015.

Post war Geoff decided on a career in retail and joined 
Lindsay & McKenzie in Geelong. Through a combination 
of circumstances Geoff acquired control of Lindsay & 
McKenzie. Later he was joined by John Wade and Lindsay’s 
(as it became known) grew from a single store operation to 
14 stores. In 1968 Lindsay’s was sold to the Myer Emporium 
Ltd and renamed Target. When Geoff retired as managing 
director in 1976 there were 54 Targets in Australia, 
managed from a Head Office which Geoff had insisted be 
located in Geelong.

Geoff had devoted time to community organisations 
including The Geelong Hospital, The Gordon Technical 
College, The Rotary Club of Geelong & The Eastern Beach 
Restoration Appeal. He was awarded an MBE and an AM 
for community service on a local & national level.

Always supporting her husband, Betty shared Geoff’s 
strong commitment to helping those less fortunate through 
Meals on Wheels, Inner Wheel and the Brotherhood 
of St Laurence Opportunity Shops. Geoff & Betty’s 
strong community values have inspired a deep sense of 
community involvement by their three sons and now into 
the third generation of the Betts Family.

GEOFFREY NEILSON FUND         
The children of the Foundation’s first Chairman, Geoff 
Neilson, established this fund to honour his contribution 
to the Geelong community. Dr Heather Neilson is a Senior 
Lecturer in English & Media Studies at UNSW Canberra. 
She is married to a fellow academic & is the mother of 
Geoff’s grandson, Quinn. Timothy Neilson is a commercial 
lawyer & special counsel at Greenwoods & Herbert Smith 
Freehills, specialising in taxation. Susan Neilson is married, 
is well known in musical circles as a singer & works in 
Human Resources for Edmund Rice Education Australia. 
See the full story on page 6.
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GEORGE FUND         
Alison George was born in Queensland, although her 
ancestry in the Geelong region dates back to 1842.  During 
her younger years Alison & her family lived at Apollo Bay.  
She attended “Morongo” Presbyterian Girls College in 
Geelong before commencing nursing training at the Alfred 
Hospital, Prahran, where she rose to the position of Deputy 
Director of Nursing (Education).

In 1991 Alison left nursing & four years later she purchased 
a protea farm at Marcus Hill which she ran successfully 
until 2011.

Now living in Ocean Grove, Alison is involved with Rotary 
International & enjoys gardening & playing Bridge.  She 
believes that, by contributing to the Geelong Community 
Foundation through her named fund, her earnings will 
help local organisations & community services but with a 
minimum of overhead expense.

HAROLD LEIGHTON ESTATE FUND         
Harold Leighton was born in East Geelong in 1905 & 
moved, when quite young to North Geelong, where he lived 
for 90 years in a house built by his father.

Always known as a good man, good friend & good 
neighbour, Harold died in 2004. His wish was for his 
estate to be used to help people of Geelong & as a result, 
part of his estate came as a gift to the Geelong Community 
Foundation.

HENDERSON FAMILY FUND         
Whether building up footwear retail store chain Vogue 
Shoes, pioneering embryo transfer techniques in the cattle 
industry or jointly founding Highton Village Shopping 
Centre, the late Barry Henderson, supported by his wife, 
Jan, had always been an innovator.

The Geelong community gave great support to Barry and 
his family through Vogue Shoes and they are pleased to 
be able to give back through the Foundation and other 
charities they support.

HOWARD HITCHCOCK ESTATE FUND       
Howard Hitchcock, 1866 – 1932, was one of Geelong’s 
most public spirited citizens from a family noted for its 
benefactions to worthy causes. The legacy of Howard’s 
leadership as Mayor is still evident today in Geelong’s 
amenity & infrastructure.

He established a substantial bequest fund for charitable 
purposes so that his, & his family’s values could be 
perpetuated in the Geelong community. The residue of that 
fund was given to the Foundation after several substantial 
grants were made to other Geelong organisations.

HUDSON FAMILY FUND        
The Hudson Family Fund was established by Peter & Judy 
Hudson as a means through which they could give back to 
the Geelong community for today & into the future.

After raising their family in Geelong, Peter & Judy were 
attracted to the long-term community asset that the 
Foundation provides with all donations being responsibly 
& ethically managed in perpetuity. Peter was a Director 
of the Geelong Community Foundation from 2007 – 2014. 
(Deputy Chairman 2009–2014).

J & C GULLI FAMILY FUND        
Jim & Catherine Gulli were born in Geelong & have lived 
in this city for over 40 years.  Both studied mathematics 
& science at Deakin University where they met & were 
married shortly after graduating. They have four children. 
Jim & Catherine have supported charitable organisations 
throughout their married life but see the Foundation as an 
effective way of distributing financial support to worthy 
organisations within the Geelong community.  They know 
that the Foundation has a better understanding of the 
needs of people within this region, & can ensure their 
donation is used most efficiently.

J & P BROCKMAN FAMILY FUND        
Over many years John & Patricia Brockman supported 
many charitable organisations & were pleased to be able 
to consolidate their giving through one local source, a 
Named Sub Fund with the Foundation. This philanthropic 
outreach, which continues to build into the future & 
beyond their passing, was a further attraction to them. 
John & Pat married in 1962 & raised four daughters, 
all musicians: John had three children from his first 
marriage to Jean, a fine concert pianist: Stephen – flautist 
& conductor – & Francine & James, both of whom pre-
deceased him. In July 2013 John died & in recognition of 
his wonderful contribution to the musical life of Geelong, 
many people made gifts to the Brockman Family Fund.

JUSTIN VAN LAAR MEMORIAL FUND        
The van Laar family has established a Memorial Fund in 
the name of Justin van Laar who died at a young age from 
cancer. This fund has as its primary aim, the support of 
projects & programs related to cancer research & support 
of those being treated for cancer in all its various forms.

Justin’s elder brother, Ryan, works in cancer research.  
He obtained his Ph.D, Molecular & Cellular Biology at the 
University of Melbourne, after achieving his Bachelor of 
Science (Honours), Biotechnology at Deakin University. 
Barton van Laar was a very active director of the 
Foundation from 2006 to 2010.

KENNETH NEIL STOTT FUND        
The generosity displayed by Ken Stott to the Geelong 
Community Foundation well & truly gave it the essential 
start that was needed to make it the success it is today.

Ken grew up in Geelong & attended Newtown & Belmont 
State Schools. He began his working career as a carpenter 
with builder R.J. Gunn. From carpentry he graduated to 
joinery & also developed his drawing talent into the design 
of house plans for builders & home owners.
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After five years, Ken moved to work in the joinery 
department at J.C. Taylor & Sons Pty Ltd while continuing 
to develop his drafting business. Early in World War 2, 
his drawing skills were recognised by Lou Bandt & he 
was offered a job in the advanced design office at Ford 
where he worked for 30 years. While at Ford he studied 
metallurgy & mechanical drawing at night at the Gordon 
Institute of Technology. He also studied & became a skilled 
investor in property & the stock market. After retiring in 
1970, Ken continued to invest in stocks with considerable 
success. Ken died in 2005.

Ken was a modest, self effacing & pragmatic man who 
was generous in spirit & deed. He dedicated his gifts to the 
Foundation, to generate income which can be used to assist 
people who are in difficult circumstances & need help to 
assist them to enjoy a better life.

KITSON FAMILY FUND        
The late Rob Kitson was a Fellow of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants. He went to Geelong College in 1959 
& subsequently worked for Price Waterhouse for 23 years. 
Following this, he became company secretary for Cheetham 
Ltd. Group & then moved to Huyck.  He was Treasurer 
of United Way (now Give Where You Live) for 13 years & 
is a Life Member.  He was married to Chris (dec.) for 39 
years & has three children & six grandchildren. Chris was 
involved in many community groups including Pony Club, 
the Geelong Show Council, Riding for the Disabled & the 
Barwon Hunt Club.  He subsequently married Barb.  The 
Fund is now administered by Chris & Rob’s children.

LBW BUSINESS & WEALTH ADVISORS FUND        
LBW Business + Wealth Advisors have been providing 
professional and comprehensive service offerings within 
the financial sector, to both individual and commercial 
clients for over 30 years. They have grown to be one of 
the largest accounting firms in regional Victoria and were 
recently recognised in the AFR Top 10 Regional accounting 
firms and in the Top 100 accounting firms nationally.  
The Firm has over 50 staff employed and 7 acting 
Principals across their Geelong and Melbourne offices.
LBW has a passionate and strong focus on being involved 
with the community and the LBW Named Sub Fund has 
been established as a natural extension of such value. 

LAKE IMAGING FUND       
Established in 2002 Lake Imaging is an independent 
radiology group providing quality services throughout 
Geelong, Ballarat, western & central regional Victoria & 
outer western Melbourne.

The doctors of Lake Imaging have been responsible for 
bringing many new radiology services to regional Victoria. 
Lake Imaging decided to establish a Fund within the 
Foundation enabling even more support to be provided to 
eligible charitable organisations across the region.

LES & TREVOR COLE FUND      
Les Cole was born in Moolap West, Geelong in 1914. 
After leaving school he worked for W Egans followed by 
Cheetham Salt Works, until he was 21. In 1936 he became 
a driver for F H Tucker & Sons, a funeral firm established 
ln Wycheproof, in 1883. When Charlie Tucker died in 1954, 
Les took over the day to day running of Tuckers.

His son Trevor partnered with his father before taking over 
the business & continuing the commitment to providing 
not only funeral services but also bereavement care & 
support for all members of the family which has attracted 
community recognition.

Les Cole died in 2001 & Trevor set up this fund & is 
extremely proud that the company continues to serve the 
needs of Geelong & district people today. This fund, with 
emphasis on the support of family welfare & aged care, will 
continue the work & name of Les Cole in perpetuity.

LESLEY YVONNE TAYLOR ESTATE FUND     
Lesley Taylor B.A. Dip APA, Dip Ed, Cert. Hospital 
Administration, was born in Benalla Vic & came to Geelong 
with her family when her father came from Bathurst NSW 
to work in Geelong. He had been appointed to the role of 
Manager at the Geelong Gas Company & the family settled 
in Drumcondra.

Lesley died on 2011 & her wish was that her estate be used 
to support people & animals in the Geelong region. As a 
result, a significant part of her estate has been entrusted as 
a gift to the Geelong Community Foundation.

LINO & MARINA BISINELLA FAMILY FUND     
When 10-year-old Lino Bisinella arrived in Melbourne, in 
1954, he never envisaged that half-a-century later his name 
would be well-known throughout Geelong as a successful 
businessman.

Leaving school, Lino began a five-year apprenticeship as 
a plasterer at F C Walker & Sons, Geelong & after three 
years, founded his own plastering business in 1965. Lino 
sold L Bisinella Plasters to Pioneer in 1994 to concentrate 
on property development in the Lara area. Lino & Marina 
have four children, all working in the family business. 
Through the Foundation, Lino, Marina & family are now 
giving back to the community which has supported their 
businesses since the early 1960’s.

LOUISE GOURLAY FUND     
Louise Gourlay OAM is not a resident of the Geelong region 
but regularly “passes through”. 

She steadfastly believes that along with privilege goes 
responsibility & knows that the causes that need help & 
support are the same in most communities.  Louise knows 
that due care & thought are given to granting decisions 
made by the Foundation.
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MARGARET ANN CODY ESTATE FUND     
Margaret Cody was born in Melbourne in 1933. Her 
education was at Sacred Heart College & the Mercy 
Hospital followed by Midwifery training at the Royal 
Women’s Hospital in Melbourne. Margaret worked at 
the Geelong Hospital as well as in Canada to broaden her 
nursing experience.

Margaret’s major lifetime interest was Geelong & the 
people of this region. She has entrusted $900,000, being the 
major portion of her estate, to the Foundation.

MARK & KATHRYN OSBORNE FUND     
This Fund is in honour of Robin & Marjorie Gray who 
would be aghast at the thought of having a fund created in 
their names because they were humble people & did not 
like fanfares.  They were typical of the everyday mums & 
dads who serve the community quietly without raising any 
attention to themselves.

It is partly for this reason that this fund has been 
established by their daughter & son-in-law, in recognition 
of the people in the community who weather the storms of 
life, maintain honesty & integrity & faithfully serve their 
family & community behind the scenes.

Many decades ago Robin & Marjorie lost their nine month 
old daughter Julie-Anne in a motor vehicle accident but 
no bereavement support was available for such losses.  
Thankfully, today we live in a society that does recognise 
& respond to the needs of those impacted by such loss. 
The Mark & Kathryn Osborne Fund has therefore been 
established to assist & support those who face a similar 
journey.

McHARRY’S BUSLINES FUND     
For 86 years, McHarry’s buses have been transporting 
people around Geelong.

McHarry’s has become the largest bus company in Geelong, 
with a fleet of 206 buses. John’s McHarry’s son Ashley is 
now General Manager & Director & daughter, Lisa works 
in administration. With 300 staff, McHarry’s has served 
Geelong well over the past 86 years & is also serving the 
region’s needy through its Foundation Named Sub Fund.

McMANUS FAMILY FUND     
Tony McManus was inspired to establish a family fund due 
to his concern at the gap between the resources available 
for Community support in the Geelong region & the needs 
of local disadvantaged.

Tony recently joined the Geelong Community Foundation 
team as the Development Manager. His strong interest 
in mental health & promoting the solution of Social 
Connection makes him a highly sought after Ambassador & 
Speaker for beyondblue.

MICHAEL & LOUISE KING FAMILY FUND     
Born in Geelong, Michael was educated at St Joseph’s 
College, after which he was employed by the Victorian 
Government before training as a funeral director. In 1983 
he joined his father in the family business – Kings Funeral 
Services.

Born in Camperdown, Louise moved to Geelong where 
she completed her secondary education at Sacred Heart 
College.  She began her career at Geelong Hospital, 
graduating in Nursing. Louise commenced her career in 
funeral service in 1995 with the establishment of Louise 
King Funerals by Women.

MUIRFIELD FINANCIAL SERVICES FUND    
A leading Geelong-based financial planning firm, Muirfield 
Financial Services is focused on providing specialised 
advice for those aged over 55 & has been helping pre-
retirees & retirees enjoy a better lifestyle for since 1989.

Business partners Hayden Torney, Melinda Planken, 
Matthew Torney & Andrew Torney established the 
Muirfield Financial Services fund & provide regular 
donations to the Foundation to support the local 
community each year. The Foundation has proven to be 
a great way for this business & team to give back to the 
broader Geelong communities.

NEVILLE & DIANNE CRANE FAMILY FUND    
Neville Crane was born in Pinnaroo which is just over 
the Victorian border in South Australia & his early life 
was on the family’s wheat farm north of Murrayville in 
the Victorian Mallee. He moved to Geelong in 1961 where 
Neville gained a Diploma in Accounting from the Gordon 
& later a degree from Deakin University as one of its first 
graduates. In 1989 Neville moved into financial planning 
with National Mutual & in 1997 merged his business with 
Errol Smith into the Planwell Financial Group. Neville & 
Dianne are conscious of the needs of less fortunate people 
& have a real interest in trying to make a difference.

QUARRELL FAMILY FUND    
Terang-born Brian Quarrell’s employment with the Bank of 
New South Wales later Westpac, took him to many country 
towns around Victoria. Geelong was where the old St 
Joseph’s College pupil decided to make his home. In 1972 
he married Helen & the couple have two children, Prue & 
Jarrod. Brian is a member of the Geelong Business Club & 
was president in 2003/4. He is putting back into Geelong 
through the Foundation & is a current Board Member.

RAMIA FAMILY FUND    
The late Ray Ramia arrived in Geelong in 1947 as a 21-year-
old for a short visit to see his Aunt, who was in ill-health 
& planned to return with her to Lebanon. She refused 
to leave Geelong, so Ray stayed to look after her. Ray 
developed a passion for Geelong and created the Golf View 
Hotel in 1971 to diversify his business interests.
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The business Ray started almost 50 years ago still remains 
in family hands and has expanded from one humble hotel 
to having multiple hospitality venues in Geelong. The 
Geelong public have given great support to the Ramia’s 
businesses over the years and they are pleased to give back 
through the Geelong Community Foundation with Ray’s 
Grandson James Ramia now a Philanthropy 500 donor.

ROSS & JAN SYNOT FAMILY FUND   
Ross & Jan Synot have been actively supporting a range of 
Geelong’s charitable, community & sporting organisations 
for more than 50 years. Ross is a fourth-generation Synot in 
Geelong, his great-grandfather John arriving in 1848.

Ross was educated at the Geelong College, qualified as an 
accountant & joined Grace McKellar Centre which became 
the passion of his working life. Jan’s early years were in 
Numurkah before coming to Geelong as a teenager with 
her family. An accomplished artist, Jan is the owner of the 
“art is…studio & gallery” in Geelong.

SS & J NEVILE FUND  
The late Jane Nevile was born in Malvern, Victoria & was 
the youngest child of Essington Lewis the great Australian 
industrialist & wartime director of munitions, who built 
BHP into one of the most efficient steel companies in the 
world.

Jane attended primary school in Melbourne before 
moving to Woodend where she completed her secondary 
education. She qualified as a physiotherapist & worked for 
the Victorian Health Department. Jane & her late husband 
Sandford had three children & settled in Research. Jane 
was instrumental in the establishment of Riding for the 
Disabled & was a great supporter, making her properties 
available for horse riding activities. She generously 
supported a range of charitable causes over the years 
& utilised the resources of Foundation to manage her 
philanthropic distributions.

T & H SANTALUCIA FAMILY FUND     
Born in Sicily in 1926, the ninth of 11 children, Tom 
Santalucia migrated to Geelong in 1955 & has become 
a successful local businessman. Geelong benefits from 
Tom’s success as he has decided to give back to his local 
community through the Foundation.

In 1957, Tom met his wife Hildegard & together they 
operated a small retail shop & developed their business 
experience, later acquiring a local supermarket. The young 
couple had two children, Tim & Lisa.

Tom & Hildegard also acquired commercial freehold 
properties across the Geelong region, through to 1997 when 
Hildegard passed away. In 1992 Tim took on various roles 
within the family companies & was joined by his sister, 
Lisa, in 2001. In 2002, Tom retired from most company 
duties to focus on his six grandchildren.

Tom was always involved in the Geelong community, 
supporting school activities, as a member of the Rotary 
Club of Geelong & the Knights of the Southern Cross & 
treasurer.

TORNEY FAMILY FUND    
Hayden & Sally Torney have been successful high 
achievers, who also find the time to be active contributors 
to their community through health, youth & disadvantaged 
young people as well as being generous supporters of the 
Foundation.

In 1989 Hayden left teaching & with his wife Sally started 
Muirfield Financial Services. They have built Muirfield 
into a very successful financial planning organisation, 
specialising in servicing clients over 55. Hayden & Sally 
have three children.

WHEELER FINANCIAL SERVICES FUND    
Established by W E (Pat) Wheeler in 1964, Wheeler 
Financial Services was one of Geelong’s longest standing 
businesses providing financial advice & services.

In October 2013 Bendigo Bank purchased the business & it 
now trades under Bendigo Financial Planning & continues 
to service its client base in the Geelong & District region. 
Services include financial planning, Superannuation 
advice, Self-Managed Superannuation specialists, 
Centrelink & Aged Care planning along with Insurance & 
Estate Planning advice.

WHYTE, JUST & MOORE FUND   
The WJM Legal practice dates from 1877 when T.N. Whyte 
opened his office at 74 Yarra Street Geelong. In 1904 
Messrs Just & Moore (who had been in partnership since 
1896) purchased Whyte’s practice & the merged firm has 
practiced under the name of Whyte, Just & Moore, at 27 
Malop Street, ever since. Whyte Just & Moore is proud to 
support the Geelong Community Foundation.

YVONNE BERNATH FUND    
This is a tragic story, but one of love & faithfulness. 
While knowing she had weeks to live, due to cancer, 
Yvonne attended to the affairs of her friend of over 35 
years, Dietmar (or Max), to ensure his ongoing care with 
dementia. Yvonne died in April 2013 & this perpetual fund 
was set up & added to by relatives & friends of Yvonne & 
Dietmar, including Dietmar’s sister in Germany.

The proceeds of this Fund are recommended for cancer & 
dementia research & care.
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Board of Directors

Val Lawrence
OAM DSJ JP
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 1999
Chairman 2009-2015

Val is a Civil Celebrant and currently the Vice Chairman 
of Australian Red Cross Zone Representatives Council 
and Zone Representative for Zone 6. She is also a Board 
Member of Queenscliff Maritime Museum, Chairman of 
the Point Lonsdale /Queenscliff Red Cross Unit and local 
Convenor for the Area Annual Red Cross Calling Appeal. 
Val was a Councillor of the Borough of Queenscliffe from 
1999 to 2008 and Mayor from 2001 to 2004 and awarded 
the Centenary Medal in 2001 for Community Service.

Val has been a Board Member of the Grace McKellar 
Centre, Vice President of the Barwon Heads Golf Club, 
Board Member of Geelong Otway Tourism and an original 
Member of the G21 Board.

She is also an Honorary JPCF. 

John Miles retired from a distinguished career at Marcus 
Oldham College spanning 31 years. His roles included 
Company Secretary and Deputy Principal Business and 
Development. John studied accounting at the Gordon 
Institute and is a member of CPA Australia.

John was awarded a Winston Churchill Memorial Trust 
Fellowship in 1997 and is a member of the Victorian 
Chapter Winston Churchill Memorial Trust Selection 
Committee. He is also a Trustee of the Geelong Advertiser 
Music Scholarship Trust.

In December 2015, Marcus Oldham College awarded John 
an Honorary Degree, Bachelor of Business (Agriculture) 
in recognition of his contribution and service to Marcus 
Oldham College and the Geelong community.

John Miles 
Chairman
CPA
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2011
Chairman since 2015
Deputy Chairman 
2014 - 2015

Lachlan McColl 
Treasurer
B.Com (Melb), M. App 
Fin (Macq), CA, FFin, 
CA BV Specialist
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2013

Lachie is a Director of Value ADE, providing business 
valuation services in the Geelong area. Prior to starting 
Value ADE in 2017, he was a Director of Corporate Finance 
at Crowe Horwath.

Lachie is a Chartered Accountant and Business Valuation 
Specialist.

He lives in Geelong with his family and is a graduate of the 
Leaders for Geelong program. Lachie is also a Director of 
Bethany Community Support.

Following his graduation from Monash University Hayden 
moved to the Surfcoast and taught Legal Studies and 
Economics in Geelong for the next 17 years.

In 1989, Hayden left the teaching profession and, with 
his wife Sally, started Muirfield Financial Services. Over 
the past 29 years they have built Muirfield into a very 
successful Financial Planning business catering to the 
retirement planning needs of their over 55 clients.

Hayden is a Life Member of the Jan Juc Surf Lifesaving Club 
where he has served as President and Club Captain.

He is passionate about giving back to the Community that 
has served his family well for more than 45 years.

Hayden Torney 
Deputy Chairman
CFP, B.Econ and Dip.
Ed. Monash
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2014
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Brian is an experienced Financial Planner with Bendigo 
Financial Planning. Brian was previously a Director and 
part owner of Wheeler Financial Services Pty. Ltd., which 
was acquired by Bendigo Financial Planning in October 
2013.

The Wheelers business was established in 1964 and is a 
leading financial services business in Geelong. Brian had 
been with Wheelers since 1989 and continues to work with 
clients in finance and investment related roles under the 
Bendigo Financial Planner banner.

Brian is also Chairman of the Geelong chapter of the 
Financial Planning Association of Australia, a position he 
has held for the past 10 years. He is a Certified Financial 
Planner and also a SMSF Specialist  Advisor™. Brian has 
served as a Committee Member of the Geelong Business 
Club and was President of the Club from 2003-2004.

Brian Quarrell
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2009

Kate Betts
B.Arts
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2010
Deputy Chairman 
2015–2016

Kate works for Alcoa of Australia overseeing community 
relations at the company’s Point Henry and Anglesea 
operations. Kate has worked in communications and 
marketing roles for Give Where You Live, Westfield and 
Melbourne Airport.

Kate is a graduate of the Leaders for Geelong program 
and has completed the Partnership Brokers Accreditation 
Scheme. She is a co-founder of Geelong Mums and has held 
board positions on Sacred Heart College Council, Dalai 
Lama Geelong visits, Rainbow Riders and Central Geelong 
Marketing.

Diane has a distinguished teaching career across Western 
Victoria, then became Central and Western Victorian 
Manager for Young Achievement Australia. In recent years 
she has worked for Rice Village and Kalkee Geelong in 
public relations and Project Management roles. She was 
the first and only female Bannockburn Shire Councillor. 
She was also instigator and Chair of Wallington Strawberry 
Fair and Meredith Country Festival.

Diane is currently coordinator of a 5 community rural 
Catholic parish, is actively involved in community affairs 
and Shire committees, is President of Meredith Lions Club 
and farm duties on the family farm at Bamganie near 
Meredith. 

Diane Ritchie
TPTC, B of Arts in Ed.
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2010

David Lindsay
LLB 
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2014

David joined Wighton and McDonald Lawyers in 1984 and 
became a partner in 1986. He retired in 2013 following a 
successful career were he became an accredited specialist 
in the areas of Wills and Estates along with Business Law.

On leaving school, David joined the Law Department in 
1964 and worked in the office of the Public Trustee prior 
to being appointed to the Courts at Hamilton in 1965. Then 
followed roles Clerk of Courts at the Courts in Wangaratta, 
Malvern and Ballarat. In 1974 David was appointed as 
Clerk of Courts in Nhill and came to Geelong as a Clerk of 
Courts in 1977.

While working in the Court system, David studied for his 
law degree part time. During his career David has been 
very involved with the Law Institute in lawyer education in 
the areas of Wills and Estates and Business law.

He was an active Apex member for many years and was 
Chairman of Villamanta Disability Legal Services for some 
years. He is currently the Chairman of Eastcoast Vacations 
which is a Timeshare Trust. David is also Vice President of 
Kondanani Zambia Inc. which supports some schools in 
Zambia and he is also a volunteer supervisor with the L2P 
driving program run by the City of Greater Geelong.
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Richard is a principal and former chairman of Harwood 
Andrews Lawyers. As well as holding degrees in law 
and commerce, Richard is an accredited specialist in 
commercial litigation, the area in which he practises.

Over a number of years Richard has been involved in 
various non-profit organisations including the role of 
Treasurer at the Geelong Community Legal Service and 
Villamanta Legal Service. He has been a Board member of 
Sirovilla, the Brotherhood of St Laurence and Chairman of 
St Laurence Community Services.

Currently is a Trustee of the Australian Youth Classical 
Music Competition and a council member of Marcus 
Oldham College.

Richard Anderson
B. Com LLB
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2014

Andrew is Managing Director of Adroit Insurance & Risk, 
a network of insurance broking and financial services 
businesses that operate largely throughout regional and 
metropolitan Victoria, with branches in Geelong, Torquay, 
Ballarat, Maryborough, Bendigo, Albury, Morwell, Drouin 
and Melbourne.

Adroit’s structure is such that all its businesses are separate 
companies and feature Adroit Holdings as majority 
shareholder in combination with local equity partners. 
Andrew chairs Adroit Holdings and by extension of this all 
Adroit member businesses.

Andrew is also a current judge of the Geelong Business 
Excellence Awards and a previous Board Member of St 
Therese Catholic Primary School in Torquay and past 
Committee Member of the Torquay Junior Football Club.

Andrew Locke
GAICD, Adv Dip FS 
(Brok), NIBA (QPIB)
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2017

Richard retired from Deakin University School of Law in 
May 2016 after 10 years. His role as inaugural Director with 
the Law School’s Centre for Rural Regional Law and Justice, 
oversaw the management of a diversity of education and 
research activities focusing on law and justice issues in 
regional Australia. Richard is currently on the Board of the 
National Rural Law and Justice Alliance, an organisation 
advocating for equity in law and justice issues for rural and 
regional Australians.

Prior to this, Richard was Director of Publishing with the 
Victoria Law Foundation, a state-wide organisation which 
provides a philanthropy program supporting law and 
justice related projects.

Past roles include Executive Director of Villamanta 
Publishing Service, Manager of Villamanta Legal Service 
and Manager of Geelong Community Legal Service. 

Richard also brings substantial experience in community 
housing organisations, such as establishing an emergency 
housing service in the western suburbs of Melbourne, 
housing advocacy services in Melbourne and Geelong and 
founding the first regional housing co-operative in Geelong 
West.

Richard Coverdale
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2018

Carly is the owner and PR Director of Circus Media, a local 
communications agency. She holds a Bachelor of Arts 
(Public Relations) majoring in Media & Communications, 
and recently commenced her Master of Business 
Administration specialising in Marketing, both with Deakin 
University.

Carly specialises in property marketing and 
communications having worked across real estate, 
construction and Greenfields property development in 
a career spanning more than 12 years. She particularly 
enjoys the community engagement element in creating 
new communities.

Carly has travelled extensively including a PR study tour 
of Malaysia and Singapore, she speaks Indonesian and 
she plays both netball and football for local club Geelong 
Amateur.

Carly Post
Joined the Foundation 
Board in 2018
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Gail Rodgers
FICDA, Dip. Bus. Gov. 
(Chisholm)
Chief Executive Officer
Joined the Foundation 
in 2016

Staff Members

Gail’s distinguished career includes roles in the community 
and corporate sectors, and a passion for the Geelong 
region. Since 2007 Gail was the Manager at Volunteering 
Geelong and has great knowledge and connections in 
the Geelong community. Gail is formerly the Corporate 
Citizenship Manager at Ford Australia and Executive 
Director at United Way Geelong (now Give Where You 
Live).

Tony McManus
B.Bus, CCEO
Development Manager
Joined the Foundation 
in 2018

Tony’s background includes the role of the first 
Independent Chairman of a Headspace local consortium 
and was also an active supporter of the establishment of 
the Lara & District Community Bank.

After selling his Lara based Real Estate business, Tony has 
been passionately promoting the mental health solution of 
social connection through mentoring and volunteering via 
his Facebook page “ConnectTwoGrow”.

He supports the Western Bulldogs “Sons Of The West” 
Men’s Health Project, is a National Ambassador for 
Beyondblue and a Community Ambassador for RU OK?

Gennette Jewell
Administration 
Assistant
Joined the Foundation 
in 2018

Gennette commenced at the Foundation as a Volunteer in 
2017 before transitioning to the new role of Administration 
Assistant in 2018, following a sea change to the Geelong 
region from Northeast Victoria.

Previously Gennette worked within the health sector in 
various roles, including 15 years as an Executive Assistant.
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Board Committees
DONORS COMMITTEE
Members: John Miles (Convenor) 

  David Lindsay

  Andrew Locke 

  Brian Quarrell

  Hayden Torney 

  Deborah Anderson (Co-opted)

  Tim Santaluci (Co-opted) 

  Andrew Lawson (Co-opted)

  Gail Rodgers (Staff) 

  Tony McManus (Staff)

FINANCE, RISK & AUDIT COMMITTEE
Members: Lachlan McColl (Convenor) 

  Richard Anderson

  Hayden Torney 

  Val Lawrence

  John Miles (Ex-officio) 

  Gail Rodgers (Staff)

GOVERNANCE & PLANNING COMMITTEE
Members: Richard Anderson (Convenor) 

  Val Lawrence

  Kate Betts 

  Hayden Torney

  John Miles (Ex-officio) 

  Gail Rodgers (Staff)

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Members: John Miles (Convenor) 

  Kate Betts

  Val Lawrence 

  Richard Anderson

  Hayden Torney 

  Gail Rodgers (Staff)

GRANTS COMMITTEE
Members: Diane Ritchie (Convenor)

  Val Lawrence

  David Lindsay

  Richard Coverdale

  Peter Johnston (Co-opted) 

  Michele Van Liessum (Co-opted)

  John Miles (Ex-officio) 

  Gail Rodgers (Staff)

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
Members: Brian Quarrell (Convenor) 

  Hayden Torney

  Ed Coppe (Co-opted) 

  John Miles (Ex-officio)

  Gail Rodgers (Staff)

  In attendance: Investment Advisors-  
  Adam Blennerhassett and Michael   
  Browne (JB Were)

MARKETING AND PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Members: Kate Betts (Convenor) 

  Carly Post

  Amanda Ferry (Co-opted) 

  Cormac Hanrahan (Co-opted)

  John Miles (Ex-officio) 

  Gail Rodgers (Staff)

  Tony McManus (Staff)
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GIFT FUND 2018 2017
Income $  $
   Donations received 508,671   449,257 

   Income from investments  663,905   650,746  

   Profit/(Loss) on sale of investments - (100,601) 

 1,172,576   999,402 

Expenditure
   Management fee 135,018 126,599

   Bank & investment expenses - 13,170

 135,018 139,769

Net Income 1,037,558 859,633 

   Grants paid and provided (505,000) (460,000)

   Net increase/(Decrease) in value of investments 1,125,828   928,704

SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) FOR YEAR 1,658,386   1,328,337 

Balance of Gift Fund at beginning of year 12,591,738   11,263,400

   BALANCE OF GIFT FUND AT END OF YEAR 14,250,123  12,591,738

ADMINISTRATION FUND  
Income
   Management fees 222,963   208,494 

   Interest  154    848 

 223,118  209,342 

Expenditure  
   Administration expenses  213,319  221,197 

SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) FOR YEAR 9,799 (11,856) 

   Balance at beginning of year (13,058)   (1,202)

   

BALANCE OF ADMINISTRATION FUND AT END OF YEAR (3,259)   (13,058)  

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT for the year ended 30 June 2018
GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
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11,181 
6,023

10,191
22,898
10,959
16,581

6,028
20,290
13,207
27,365

111,607
16,939
24,494
11,977
58,168

1,701
3,220

11,351
2,720

10,276
10,922
31,567
36,944
10,540

136,482
48,514
26,419

157,578
26,109
10,439
10,615

5,185
10,363
21,525

3,670
4,174
5,201

14,897
5,015

28,666
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

(13,057)

Settled sum 
 
Gift Fund, comprising:
Kenneth Neil Stott Fund
Les and Trevor Cole Fund
Bailey Family Fund
Fagg Family Fund
Coltman Family Fund
E F & W Dimmick Fund
Adroit Insurance & Risk Fund
Justin Van Laar Memorial Fund
RLB Fund
Lino & Marina Bisinella Fund
Ramia Family Fund
John & Prue Webb Fund
HDL Fund
WAM Fund
Crowe Horwath Fund
Hayden Family Fund
T & H Santalucia Family Fund
J G Moffatt Fund
Anonymous No. 1 Fund
Barber Fund
Singer Family Fund
Pam & Richard Austin Family Fund
Torney Family Fund
Henderson Family Fund
Ross & Jan Synot Family Fund
Peter & Judith Hudson Family Fund  
Anonymous No. 6 Fund
Quarrell Family Fund
Ed & Sharon Coppe Fund
Geoffrey & Betty Betts Family Fund  
Geelong Northern and Eastern Suburbs Fund  
DR & VJ Lawrence Fund
McHarrys Buslines Fund
Wheelers Financial Services Fund  
McManus Family Fund
SS & J Nevile Fund
Alan & Sheila David Family Fund
James M Kavanagh Fund
Dr Haz Hussain-Yusuf Fund
Neville & Dianne Crane Fund
Antony Family Fund
Tim Farley Family Fund
Anonymous No. 3 Fund
MJ & HJ Fraser & JW Brownbill Fund  
Darryn Lyons Fund
The George Fund
Apco Fund
Whyte, Just and Moore Fund
Dennis & Denice Peacock Family Fund  
Lake Imaging Fund
Edwards Family Fund
Dowling Family Fund
Anonymous No. 5 Fund
Bain Family Fund
Mark & Kathryn Osborne Fund
Corless Family Fund

980 
 

7,671,520 
203,660
107,214

1,514,305
139,812
251,652
204,366

61,561
14,626

142,329
15,592
51,654
46,770
15,745
32,370
68,027
13,720
26,896
14,256
14,516
69,727
27,994

594,061
23,617
13,839
11,631
48,732
31,849
34,043
58,389

154,247
26,987
26,542
20,148
13,755
14,362
55,536

119,198
82,726
67,745
50,625
27,062
29,860

8,627
137,797

10,557
12,422
30,446

8,829
14,003
47,550
21,241
28,811

7,091
186,380 

25,095

14,247,844 12,579,660

980 
 

7,048,691 
185,400

98,584
1,341,468

128,410
221,321
187,738

56,596
13,441

130,796
13,326
47,493
42,940
14,481
24,716
62,495
12,571
24,675
13,106
13,330
64,071
25,695

536,337
21,663
12,690
10,712
44,809
29,334
29,269
53,661

141,789
22,236
24,357
18,502
12,606
13,212
51,068
93,392
66,277
62,191
36,718
24,841
24,416

7,437
126,588

9,252
11,388
24,053

8,139
12,853
43,734
17,553
26,526

6,516
171,248 

23,026

12,216 
8,727

11,611
24,967
11,864
18,075

6,602
22,129
14,357
35,234

121,386
22,321
28,795
18,415
63,247

3,461
3,435

34,331
3,151

11,196
11,877
34,312
40,148
11,460

181,544
65,820
34,122

165,222
33,964
11,359
11,535

5,645
11,783
55,327

6,145
4,519
8,319

16,147
5,475

78,983
2,232
2,046

21,296
105,745

15,721
5,318
2,659

73,765
(3,259)

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION BALANCE SHEET as at 30 June 2018

SUB FUNDS 2018 2017
$$

SUB FUNDS 2018 2017
$$

LBW Fund
Williamson and Baulch Families Fund  
Louise Gourlay Fund
H & M Munday Fund
Frank Costa Fund
PA Caldwell Fund
Adabrae Fund
J & P Brockman Fund
Surf Coast Charitable Fund
Deam Family Fund
Backwell IXL Fund
J & C Gulli Family Fund
Muirfield Financial Services Fund
G & H Work Family Fund
Yvonne Bernath Fund
Angelo Kakouros Fund 
Alsop Family Fund
Michael and Louise King Family Fund 
Stewart Family Fund
O’Shannassy Family Fund
Bourke Family Fund
Nash Family Fund
Fisher Family Fund
Advisory Partners Fund
Fleur Nicholson Fund
Reilly Family Fund
Anonymous No. 7 Fund
General Fund
Wood Family Fund
Ray Frost Family Fund
Ross Illingworth Fund
Peter & Annete Tanner Fund 
Swanborough Fund
Kitson Family Fund
Agar & Whitehead Family Fund 
Anonymous No. 8 Fund
Andrew and Alison Lawson Fund 
Pete Johnston Fund
Balaam Family Fund
Philanthropy 500 Fund
Greg & Kerrie Crawford Fund
Baines & Lansdell Family Fund
Seller Family Fund
Richard John Lyons Memorial Fund 
Bruce & Rosemary Robinson Fund 
Murray Family Fund
Value ADE (McColl) Fund
Northern Bay College Scholarship Fund  
Administration Fund
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Represented by  

ASSETS 2018  2017
Current Assets  $ $
   Cash at bank  229,332   69,469  
   Debtors 296,630   189,123
   Investments, at net realisable value  348,638  1,651,027  

  874,600  1,909,619  

Non-Current Assets   
   Investments, at net realisable value 13,372,435   10,691,462 
   Debtors  18,746    -
 13,391,181 10,691,462
TOTAL ASSETS      14,265,781   12,601,080  
   

LIABILITIES   
Current Liabilities   
   Creditors  7,337   8,547  
   Provisions 9,049   11,309  
 16,386   19,856

Non-Current Liabilities   
   Provisions  1,551  1,564
 1,551 1,564 
   TOTAL LIABILITIES 17,937   21,420

   NET ASSETS 14,247,844   12,579,660 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT for the year ended 30 June 2018  

OPEN FUND 2018  2017
Income $  $
   Donations received 10,434   209,204 
   Income from investments   493,988   503,793 
   Profit (Loss) on sale of investments  -   135,420  
    504,422  848,417
Expenditure
   Management fee  87,725   91,158 
 87,725  91,158

Net Income 416,697  757,259  
   Grants paid and provided  (300,000)  (345,000)
   Net increase/(Decrease) in value of investments  651,717  471,901 
   SURPLUS FOR YEAR  768,414   884,160 
   Balance of Open Fund at beginning of year  8,993,560   8,109,400 
   BALANCE OF OPEN FUND AT END OF YEAR  9,761,974   8,993,560 

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION
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BALANCE SHEET as at 30 June 2018  
SUB FUNDS 2018 2017
 $ $
Settled sum 100  100 
Howard Hitchcock Estate Fund 40,824  37,641 
Harold Ernest Leighton Estate Fund 119,181 109,934 
Corio Community Contact Fund 640,734  591,087 
Donald Geoffrey Neilson Fund 53,047 48,954
K N Stott Family Fund 4,963,018  4,578,570 
Patrick & Ann Rowan Fund 31,285  28,859 
Geelong Northern and Eastern Suburbs Fund 426,877  393,829 
Adroit Golf Day Fund 495,525  444,918
Lesley Yvonne Taylor Estate Fund 1,315,520  1,213,648
Rotary Club of Highton Fund 19,401 17,885 
Margaret Ann Cody Estate Fund 1,233,908  1,138,327
Fred & Pauline Flanagan Estate Fund 232,950 214,910 
J C Bowen Estate Fund 11,701  10,791
William Garth Little Estate Fund 67,399  62,169 
Robert Andrews Leggatt Estate Fund 110,605  102,039

 9,762,074  8,993,660

Represented by   

ASSETS   
Current Assets
   Cash at bank 18,004   9,780 
   Debtors  156,647  139,265 
   Investments, at net realisable value 260,943  1,112,777 

 435,594  1,261,822 

Non-Current Assests
   Investments, at net realisable value 9,311,181  7,731,863 
   Debtors 15,299 -
TOTAL ASSETS  9,762,074 8,993,685

LIABILITIES   
Current Liabilities
   Creditors  -  25 
 - 25 
NET ASSETS  9,762,074  8,993,660 

NOTES     
1.  These statements are abridged from the full set of financial statements, which have been audited by Mr Stephen Kirtley of Davidsons. A copy of the 

audited financial statements and the audit report are available on request to the CEO or from www.geelongfoundation.org
2.  The Geelong Community Open Fund is a separate Trust. Its income is exempt from income tax, but gifts made to this Fund are not  tax deductible. 

Grants can be made for charitable purposes without being restricted to tax deductible gift  recipients, as is the case with the Gift Fund.
3.  The Geelong Community Foundation Scholarship Fund is also a separate Trust where a public fund is developed for the charitable purpose of 

providing scholarships, bursaries and prizes to promote education in pre-school, primary, secondary and tertiary courses.
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INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT for the year ended 30 June 2018  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 2018 2017
Income $ $
   Donations received  6,060   1,986
   Income from investments   8,712   8,702 
Net Income    14,772   10,688 
Expenditure    
  Management Fee  224  - 
 224  - 
Net Income   14,548   10,688 
   Grants paid  (11,500)  (17,500)
   Net increase/(Decrease) in value of investments  25,333  3,039
   SURPLUS (DEFICIT) FOR YEAR    28,381   (3,773)  
   Balance of Scholarship Fund at beginning of year   221,990   225,763
   BALANCE OF SCHOLARSHIP FUND AT END OF YEAR   250,371   221,990

BALANCE SHEET as at 30 June 2018  
SUB FUNDS  
Settled sum  100   100 
Ron Thompson Scholarship Fund 54,614   42,870 
Tom Cleary Memorial Fund 6,840  5,921 
Dorothy Jean Scholarship Fund 19,224   16,591
Allison Murphy Scholarship Fund 111,160   105,416 
Miles Family Scholarship Fund 7,086  5,269
The Rural Education & Retraining Scholarship Fund 25,404   21,997 
General Fund 30  27 
Jason Breen Scholarship Fund 3,264   2,825 
J & C Gulli Scholarship Fund 22,749   21,073

 250,471 222,090   

Represented by   

CURRENT ASSETS   
   Cash at bank   62,642   2,215  
   Debtors  2,487   4,872 
   Investments, at net realisable value  13,408  52,170 

TOTAL ASSETS   78,537  59,257

NON-CURRENT ASSETS   
   Investments, at net realisable value   233,249   162,833

TOTAL ASSETS   311,786   222,090

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

LIABILITIES   
Current Liabilities
   Creditors  61,315  - 
   TOTAL LIABILITIES 61,315 - 
NET ASSETS   250,471  222,090  
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There are many ways to support the 
Geelong Community Foundation

• Make a bequest and leave a contribution to the 
Foundation in a will.

• Start a Named Sub Fund, a donation account to 
which a donor’s name, family name or business 
name can be added. Named Sub Funds can also 
be anonymous.

• Join the collective giving program Philanthropy 
500. The power of many donors providing 
$500 each will ensire a significant grant to a 
community organisation.

• Skilled volunteers make a significant difference 
to Foundation activities. Discuss your interests 
with the CEO.

• Support a young person’s education through the 
development of a Scholarship Fund.

• Make a donation to the Foundation General 
Fund without having to start a Named Sub Fund.

• Support the annual Adroit Golf Day, held each 
year in November. The event has raised  
$1 million since inception for a range of 
different community projects.

All donations over $2 to the Geelong Community Foundation are tax deductible
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Thank You to our generous
corporate supporters



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
www.geelongfoundation.org 

Gail Rodgers
Chief Executive Officer

P 03 5244 7831
M 0431 059 905

E gail@geelongfoundation.org 

Tony McManus
Development Manager

P 03 5244 7830
M 0417 334 434

E tony@geelongfoundation.org


