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LIGHTING THE PATH: YOUTH SUICIDE AND THE ART OF GRIEVING 

Lighting the Path is a unique collaboration that tells a difficult story - that of the bereavement journey of 
those touched by youth suicide. The project seeks to raise awareness, reduce stigma and increase our 
community’s capacity to support those bereaved. Lighting the Path sends a powerful message to a broad 
audience: the experience of grief and loss after a young person has died by suicide can and must be 
openly shared. 
 

ORGANISATION OVERVIEW:  
The project draws together three Geelong-based organisations, all leaders in their respective fields - lead 
agency Hope Bereavement Care (Hope), Bluebird Foundation Inc (Bluebird), and local film production 
company, The Compulsive. 
• Hope is a community driven partnership model offering free information, support, groups, and 

counselling when grieving the death of a baby or child, the sudden and unexpected death of an adult 
and those experiencing loss after suicide. The Support After Suicide program is delivered in 
partnership with Jesuit Social Services. 

• Bluebird Foundation is a community arts organisation creating and delivering quality arts programs 
that make a real difference in people’s lives.  Bluebird was founded in 2009 by a group of volunteers 
with a dream to change the lives of people in our community who are experiencing disadvantage. 

• The Compulsive is a film production company that creates evocative and honest films that tell 
unique stories, and give a voice to the unheard, assisting organisations to create strong narratives 
that turn complex issues into beautiful films.   

THE NEED: 
Suicide may be an uncomfortable topic to discuss, but it is the leading cause of death among young 
people. Just this year, five young people have died by suicide across Geelong schools. This has left 
thousands grieving, in families, schools and in the broader community. 

Lighting the Path will: 
1. Support individuals bereaved by youth suicide to tell their stories and share their experiences 

through art. 
2. Create public artworks that leave a legacy and prompt meaningful conversations about youth suicide 

to promote community healing. 
3. Raise community awareness and provide education about the process of bereavement after youth 

suicide to reduce stigma and isolation. 
4. Create a meaningful partnership between Hope and Bluebird, two grassroots organisations working 

in the Barwon region, to promote health and well-being outcomes through art. 

HOW THE GRANT FUNDS WILL BE USED: 
Grant funds will support bereavement counsellors and professional artists to guide a discrete number of 
participants as they delve deep into their personal grief stories and express them artistically.  
 

Grant funds will pay the artists, and will pay for the materials they use, to transform these stories into 
public performance, and public installation - art that can be shared with the local community. 
 

Grant funds will contribute to the making of a documentary film that will be distributed through festivals, 
educational forums, and online platforms, ultimately reaching a global audience. 

https://www.bereavement.org.au/

