
Our goal in the first year of this program was to engage 100 
people to provide $500 each.  These donations would be then 
pooled to make a $25,000 grant to one local charity, and to 
establish a $25,000 endowment fund in the group’s name. 
The P500 endowment fund will go on to provide a lasting 
gift to our community with the interest from this fund to be 
added to future P500 grants.

We are delighted to have almost achieved our goal with 
90 new donors signed up to the P500 program.  Through 
this fantastic effort, we have announced a new community 
grant of $22,500 with a theme of community wellbeing.  
Applications close on Friday 22nd September.

The Foundation Grant’s Committee and Members of the P500 
Support Group will use our robust grant review process 
and identify three shortlisted grant applicants.  Support will 
then be provided for the development of a three minute 
video highlighting aspects of each of the shortlisted grant 
applications.

At the P500 Grant Evening on the 17th November, the 
organisation videos and a three minute pitch will be presented 
to the P500 donors. Donors will vote on their preferred 
project to be funded. The successful grant applicant will be 
announced on the night.

My sincere thanks to members of the P500 Support Group and 
to our donors who have identified this unique opportunity as 
an ideal way to engage in community issues and to be a part 
of the grant making process.
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2017 Grant Reception, celebrating $805,000 in grants to community organisations

  

Philanthropy 500
Philanthropy 500 (P500) is an exciting new giving program 
that will engage a new group of donors, providing a unique 
way to not only give to the community but to enable 
individuals, family members, friends and colleagues to 
collectively help those in need.  This new circle of giving will 
engage younger generations and other like-minded donors 
providing a mechanism to pool their gifts to make a new 
significant grant opportunity.

The secret to the success in our first year of rolling out 
this program has been the team of volunteers that are the 
Philanthropy 500 Support Group, a new committee of the 
Foundation. 

Bridgette Kelly (Chairperson), Shelly Taylor (Vice Chair), Charlie Mackinnon, 

Gail Rodgers, Matt Torney, Hayden Baker and Melinda Planken. Absent: Shona 

De Forest (Secretary), Lachie McColl and Penny Whitehead 

More information at

geelongfoundation.org/giving/philanthropy500
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Message from Gail Rodgers
I can’t believe that it has 
been over 18 months since 
I commenced as CEO of the 
Foundation.  The journey so 
far has introduced me to some 
wonderful people who are so 
committed to the strength of 
our community.  I have had 
the pleasure of meeting many 
of our existing donors and 
welcoming new supporters of 
the Foundation. Reconnecting 
with and meeting many 
wonderful people who are 
changing lives and building the fabric of our community 
through organisations across our region is always inspiring.

Message from John Miles
This year the Geelong 
Community Foundation has 
achieved several milestones.  
In May the Foundation 
provided 53 community 
organisations with grants 
totalling $805,000.  Since 
inception in 2000, total 
grants provided to the 
Geelong community total 
$6.8 million.  Thank you, to 
all the people and companies 
who support our mission, for 
this wonderful achievement. 

I would like to thank Gail Rodgers our CEO for the 
development of the next two projects.  This year the Adroit 
Insurance Group has provided $100,000 to support a Major 
Capital Grant to a Geelong region community organisation, 
made possible through the annual Golf Day.  This grant will 
be known as the Adroit Golf Day Capital Grant. Our second 
project is the introduction of a support group known as 
Philanthropy 500, “Collective Giving for Geelong”.  Gail will 
expand on both these initiatives. 

Under the management of Sally Friend, the Schools in 
Philanthropy program was a very successful part of our 
mission to promote philanthropy within the local secondary 
school network.  The Board is currently reviewing the future 
of this program with potential partners in an endeavour to 
make it available to more schools in the area. 

In February this year, Barry Fagg advised the Board that he 
would be retiring as a Director of the Geelong Community 
Foundation.  After more than 17 years of committed 
involvement with the Foundation Barry said to me “it was 
time for a change.” 

Geelong is very fortunate to have families like the Fagg family 
involved in our community.  Their contribution to the culture 
and fabric of this city is outstanding and I know Barry and 
Jan will still be working in various ways in the community. 

Barry was involved in the early stages of the development of 
the Foundation.  He was part of the working group chaired 
by Peter Morgan who setup the organisation in 2000. Barry 
has been Deputy Chairman 2005, Chairman of the Board 
2005 through to 2009, Chair of the Marketing Committee and 
a member of various committees charged with managing the 
business of the Foundation.  His enthusiasm, generosity and 
insight to the mission of the Foundation has been outstanding. 

Barry and Jan, thank you very much for your contribution.

I am delighted to welcome to the Board new member Andrew 
Locke. Andrew will be well known to many in Geelong. 
Andrew is the Managing Director of Adroit Insurance Group. 

Thank you to the Board, all our volunteer supporters and 
Foundation partners who give so generously of their time 
and talent to advance the work of the Foundation.

To all our Donors who have provided the capital to allow the 
Foundation to support the development of our region, thank 
you.  “Your Gift Working Forever” allows the Foundation to 
pursue its goals into the future.

John A Miles CPA 
Chairman

Barry Fagg - Life Governor, Gail Rodgers and 
John Miles



As we build on the great work of Andrew Lawson, our 
founding CEO, we have also developed some new initiatives 
in the Adroit Golf Day Capital Grant and the Philanthropy 
500 Program.  Both initiatives have resulted in new grant 
opportunities for the community.

In its 16th year this year and on the verge of raising $1m 
for community projects, we have been working with the 
amazing team at Adroit Insurance Group to develop a new 
capital grant opportunity from the proceeds of the infamous 
Adroit Golf Day.  The event this year will be held at 13th Beach 
on the 23rd November.  This $100,000 grant was announced 
in May with 21 community organisations applying for the 
opportunity.  The existing Foundation Grant’s Committee 
supported Adroit staff through the robust grant review and 
interview process that resulted in a grant of $100,000 being 
awarded to Bethany Community Support to assist their family 
violence program with the development of a men’s centre.  

In March this year, Philanthropy 500 was established to 
engage new donors to the Foundation who are both keen to 
contribute to supporting our community, and who want to 
experience first-hand the high impact of collective giving.

Collective giving comprises a group of individuals who 
together can pool their donations to make a significant grant 
opportunity.  The concept provides everybody with the 
opportunity to give in a meaningful and impactful way.

We were also pleased to release the Foundation’s new 
Bequest Brochure earlier this year.  This brochure will assist 
in spreading the word of the power of “Your gift working 
forever”.  Leaving a bequest in your Will to the Foundation 
ensures ongoing impact to the lives of those living in our 
community. More information at

https://www.geelongfoundation.org/giving/bequest
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Staying young
The Mindful Moves Program commenced at MACS 

(Multicultural Aged Care Services) in July 2016 and runs 11 

sessions per week over four days, empowering residents and 

home care consumers to have more control over their health 

at a time when they often feel their independence being 

diminished.  Mindful Moves incorporates Yoga Moves, Tai 

Chi Moves, balance and flexibility exercises, with a 15 minute 

meditation session at the end of each session. 

Inge, who is visually impaired, along with her guide dog 
‘Frances’, are collected weekly by the MACS bus from their 
home to go to MACS residential facility in North Geelong 
to participate in Mindful Moves.  Sitting at the front of the 
class, Inge is able to see MACS’ Instructor Dani’s shadow, can 
follow the movements and hear the music.  Inge loves going 
to the class, feels so much better afterwards and enjoys the 
movement to music aspect.  Frances also seems to enjoy it as 
he appears to be very relaxed during the class!

In Dani’s words, “we are having a really good response from 

Inge and Francis - Mindful Moves participants

Continued on page 4

The Foundation was humbled to receive two bequests earlier 
this year from the estates of Robert Andrews Leggatt and 
William Garth Little.  Like all our bequests, these donated 
funds are held in trust by the Foundation in perpetuity with 
the interest generated from the investment of these funds 

supporting our annual community grant program.

You’ll also read in this edition about the impact of this year’s 
grant program, providing 53 organisations with opportunities 
to develop, expand and explore how they can make a 
difference within our region.  Detail of all the community 
grants provided this year can be found at our website

www.geelongfoundation.org/2017-grants

Gail R Rodgers 
Chief Executive Officer

Your gift working forever



Gail Rodgers

Chief Executive Officer

Ph: 5244 7831

E: gail@geelongfoundation.org

Sally Friend
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E: sally@geelongfoundation.org
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home care consumers with lots of positive feedback.  One 
sign of success for us is the eagerness in which the home care 
consumers want to keep coming to the classes - we now have 
a waiting list for this program.”

It is wonderful to see these often isolated home care 
consumers doing something positive for their health and 
well-being alongside an outing that brings them into MACS, 
which helps to demystify the fear of ageing and aged care.  

“Without the support of Geelong Community Foundation, 
MACS could never have created this program which is truly 
benefitting our residents and socially isolated home care 
consumers in the Geelong community” Dani said.

Connecting stroke survivors back into our 
community
$34,000 in grants from the Geelong Community Foundation 
over the past two years has helped make possible Australia’s 
first regional stroke support centre, located in a house in 
leafy Richmond Crescent, Geelong. The Centre, an initiative 
of the Stroke Association of Victoria, is connecting people 
who have had a stroke with other stroke survivors and back 
into our community.

The ground-breaking new Barwon Stroke Support Centre is 
addressing current gaps in post-stroke care and empowering 
survivors to rediscover community connection and fulfilment 
in their life. The site opened its doors in January 2017 offering 
group and individual peer support programs, which are as 
much about friendship as sharing medical experiences.  The 
Association is also working on a ‘Stay at Work’ initiative to 
support stroke survivors in the workplace. The Geelong 
based Centre will produce a workable model to open seven 
more centres like it around Victoria.

Diane, a peer support volunteer at the Centre, was 26 when 
a stroke changed her life: “I did the hard yards over many, 
many years, I had to do it all myself. This place is a godsend 
for people wanting post-stroke information. There’s a level 
of understanding that only people who have lived through 
stroke can fully comprehend. It’s important to know you are 
not alone on this journey.”

There are over 400,000 people living with the effects of stroke 
in Australia, almost 7,000 stroke survivors and their carers 
within the Barwon South West Region located in and near 
Geelong. Supporting people through the difficult period of 
lifestyle adjustment due to the impact of their stroke, and 
providing support for the grief and fear associated with any 
disability, loss of roles and loss of independence following 
stroke, is a focus of the new Centre. 

The Foundation is a proud supporter of the landmark Barwon 
Stroke Support Centre.

Carers Support Group, Barwon Stroke Support Centre

Helping the Foundation to keep its costs low and maximise 
community grants.


