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A Message from  
John Miles 
Welcome to the 2016 issue of our Annual 
Newsletter, my first newsletter as 
Chairman of the Geelong Community 
Foundation. I am privileged to have 
been elected Chairman and follow in 
the footsteps of Dr Geoff Neilson, Barry 
Fagg and Val Lawrence. On behalf of the 
Board I would like to express our sincere 
appreciation of all the work that Val has 
done during her six years as Chair of the 
Foundation. Along with Barry Fagg, Val 
will remain on the Board as one of two 
of the founding Board Members. 

The start of 2016 has seen a number 

of changes. Andrew Lawson after 16 
wonderful years of dedicated service, 
has retired from his position as Executive 
Officer of the Geelong Community 
Foundation and Gail Rodgers has been 
appointed as Chief Executive Officer. 

Andrew has been the “linchpin” of the 
Foundation. Involved from the early 
days of incorporation, he has overseen 
the administration and fund raising 
from day one, and has guided the 
Geelong Community Foundation to the 
position it holds today.  

Since the year 2000 our capital has grown 
to $20 million, made grants of almost 
$6 million, and the Foundation holds 
an enviable position in the Community 
Foundation community in Australia.  
To Andrew and Alison thank you, we 
wish you both a very happy retirement. 

On behalf of the Board I would like to 
welcome Gail Rodgers as our new CEO.

We are delighted to have Gail lead the 
team. Gail has a wealth of experience 
in both the commercial world and the 
community sector, having previously 
worked at United Way Geelong, Ford 
Motor Company and more recently at 
Volunteering Geelong.

Thank you to Andrew Locke and the 

Board at Adroit Insurance Group for 

the provision  of office space for both 

Gail and Sally Friend our Development 

Manager. 

On behalf of the Board I would like to 

thank Peter Caldwell for his dedicated 

work as our website administrator. 

Peter resigned from the role earlier this 

year. We wish him all the best for the 

future.

Continued on page 2... 

Andrew Lawson and Nick Adamou

Sunset of the Geelong Waterfront by Jules W Photography
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Message from Gail Rodgers
It is an honour to have been 
appointed the new CEO of the  
Geelong Community Foundation. 
After commencing on the 1st 
February, the highlight has 
been working with Andrew 
Lawson to get a firm grip on 
the amazing work he has done 
over the past 16 years.  I have 
so much respect for Andrew’s 
integrity and work ethic and am 
grateful for the introduction to 
his incredible network of friends 
and colleagues. I know I have 
large shoes to fill but am incredibly excited by this challenge. 
I look forward to continuing the extraordinary work that has 
been done already and growing the Foundation to ensure we 
can positively impact the needs that our community is faced 
with every day.

You may not know that my background includes that of 
Executive Director of United Way from 1995-2000. I have a 
clear memory of a meeting with Dr Geoff Neilson and Peter 
Morgan, the President of United Way at the time, to discuss the 
development of the Geelong Community Foundation which was 
launched in 2000. I had moved on from United Way before the 
launch and taken on the role of Corporate Citizenship Manager 
with Ford Motor Company. This history is quite unique.  To be 
honest, I had been patiently waiting for Andrew to announce 
his retirement in the hope that his role would be mine!

You’ll read in this newsletter about a number of programs 
that have been implemented in the first half of 2016 along 
with a story of one of our grant recipients. I have appreciated 
incredible support from Andrew and the Board and that of 
Sally Friend our Development Manager to implement these 
programs.  Sally has done some great work to enhance the 
Schools in Philanthropy program this year. I have also had the 
pleasure of reconnecting with many friends from community 
organisations as we worked through our Grant Program for 
2016/17. You will find an insert that includes details of the 
approved grants for 2016/17.

The Foundation was also grateful to be the recipient in March 
of a bequest from the late Pauline Flanagan, wife of Geelong 
Football Club legend, the late Fred Flanagan.  Their commitment 
to the community is a special story featured in this edition.

I look forward to meeting and working with our very special 
donors, sponsors and friends of the Foundation over the 
coming months and building new partnerships to grow the 

Foundation.

Gail R Rodgers 
Chief Executive Officer

Continued from page 1...

Grant applications closed in March and we received a total 
of 69 applications totaling $1.6 million. At the April Board 
Meeting we approved 49 Grants totaling $740,000 in addition to  
another $56,000 provided by partnering Trusts.

Thank you to all our volunteer supporters and Foundation 
partners who give so generously of their time and talent to 
advance the work of the Foundation. 

To all our Donors who have provided the capital to allow the 
Geelong Community Foundation to support the development 
of our Geelong Region, thank you, “Your Gift Working Forever” 
allows the Foundation to pursue its goals into the future. 

John A Miles CPA 

Chairman

Val Lawrence presents Andrew Lawson with a Life Governor certificate

Top: Jan Fagg, Barry Fagg, Val Lawrence, Rosemary Thompson Tony McManus.  

Bottom:  Gail Rodgers (GCF CEO), Glenys Deam, Sally Friend (GCF) and Mike Deam

Andrew Lawson’s farewell
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What is Schools in 
Philanthropy?
One of the aims of the Geelong Community 
Foundation is to foster a sense of giving and 
community within our next generation.

Schools in Philanthropy, now in its fourth year is 
proving to be a great vehicle in transforming not 
only the students but their wider community in 
learning about the various projects supported by 
the Foundation in the Geelong region.

Currently four schools participate in the program 
– Sacred Heart, Belmont High School, Bellarine 
Secondary College and Christian College.  Each 
school gathers a team of seven students and one 
teacher to research and analyse three different 
grant applications, and then decide how the 
allocated funds will be spent.  The program 
includes a site visit with the grant applicant where 
students are encouraged to really understand what 
the charity is trying to achieve.  A mentor from the 
Foundation is also on board to provide guidance 
and to assist the student group’s final decision.

Apart from gaining some valuable life skills in 
team work, planning, organisation and research 
the students gain an insight into community need.  
By the end of the program their enthusiasm for 
being a part of the community is infectious.  Past 
students of the Schools in Philanthropy Program 
have taken the program to the next level.  Sarah 
Kenworthy, a previous Sacred Heart student 
was recently a finalist in the Victorian Young 
Achiever Awards as a result of her Geelong Youth 
Award for volunteer work in 2015 and will be the 
guest speaker at this year’s Student Presentation 
Morning.

Bellarine Secondary College students at Cottage by the Sea with Val Lawrence,  

Gail Rodgers and Rhonda Coffey from Cottage by the Sea

Sacred Heart students, teacher and mentor at the Schools in Philanthropy presentation

The popular Adroit Charity Golf Day 
is back again to assist the Foundation.  
We are looking for Team sponsorships.  
This event, to be held at 13th Beach Golf 
Course, includes 18 holes, drinks and 
lunch on course, team photos, seafood 
buffet dinner, raffles and auctions.  
Don’t miss out.  For more information, 
contact Robyn Nisbet at Adroit on  
5244 7852 or robyn@adroitig.com.au 

Adroit Charity Golf DayThank you to our supporters  
The Foundation acknowledges support received from 
• Adroit Insurance Group 

• Barton van Laar 

• Cormac Hanrahan Photographer

• Davidsons

• Dean Bateup Photography

• Geelong Advertiser Group 

• The Weekly Review – Geelong 

• Harwood Andrews

• GOOP

• Goodway Print Group 

• PACE Business Services



Lions Village Licola Camp Jan 2016
Lions Club of Geelong Corio Bay 
was provided with a grant of $8,000 
to assist 40 young children from 
refugee families in our region to 
attend a five day summer adventure 
camp at the Lions Licola Village in 
January 2016.

The report from Brian Edward, 
the program organiser, regarding 
the use of the funds was heart 
wrenching but also heart warming 
when many of the thank you letters 
from the children were provided as 
part of the grant acquittal.  Thirty 
two volunteer leaders and 139 
children attended the camp.

The children are drawn from family 
support agencies in our region 
including Diversitat and Barwon, 
Child Youth & Family with many 

coming from foster care and very 
poor family circumstance.  Brian 
reported that one very small Afghani 
lad arrived at Licola with two older 
brothers.  All their belongings were 
packed in just one small carry bag – 
there was no change of clothes.

Many of the comments in the 
children’s thank you letters were 
unforgettable; “the food was great”, 
“I made new friends”, “My leader 
was great”, “the activities gave me 
courage” and “when I grow up I’ll 
donate to you”. 

Our congratulations to the Lions 
Club of Geelong Corio Bay, Brian 
Edward and his volunteers for 
providing such an incredible 
experience for some very grateful 
children.

Bequest Program:

Fred and 
Pauline 
Flanagan
In 1964 Pauline De La 

Perrelle, originally of 

Canterbury, Kent, England, 

married Geelong Football 

Club legend Fred Flanagan 

and they took up residence 

at Torquay.

There was no time for a 

honeymoon as Fred had just 

been appointed by the Shell 

Oil Company as fuel agent 

in Geelong for its subsidiary, 

Neptune Oil Company. 

Fred a former Wool Classer 

and Geelong Hotelier and 

Pauline a Registered Nurse, 

embarked on their new 

venture to build a successful 

petroleum distributorship 

business. Customers were 

in short supply initially 

but through hard work  

and great customer service the 

business grew substantially to 

become a key fuel distributor 

for the Geelong region.

The Flanagans retired 

from business in 1981 and 

turned their attention to 

helping others through 

Geelong Legacy.

Fred was a Second World 

War veteran who had 

served in New Guinea and 

Bougainville, wounded and 

mentioned in Despatches for 

distinguished service. Ably 

supported by Pauline, Fred 

held a number of positions 

with Geelong Legacy 

including President and was 

also inducted into the Legacy 

Foundation of Victoria as 

President.

The Flanagans maintained 

a close association with 

the Geelong Football Club 

through the support group 

The Pivots and Fred was 

a patron of the Geelong 
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Fred and Pauline Flanagan

Cats Forever bequest 
program. Fred was also 
a trustee of the Geelong 
Cats Sports Foundation 
(formerly the Kardinia 
Park Sports Foundation).  
Fred was named in the 
Geelong Football Club Team 
of the Century and inducted 
in AFL Hall of Fame in 1998.

Both Fred and Pauline 
loved living in Geelong and 
enjoyed involvement with 
our community through 
their many friendships and 
acquaintances throughout 
the region.

After 12 years of enjoyable 
residence at the Abervale 
Retirement Village in 
Grovedale, Fred passed away 
in January 2013 aged 88 
years. Pauline passed away in 
March 2015 aged 90 and her 
Estate provided a number 
of legacies to not for profit 
organisations including 
$200,000 to the Geelong 
Community Foundation.

Join the Foundation family 

Make a lasting difference in the Geelong region

Donor’s name ___________________________________

Address _________________________________________

Phone ___________________________________________

Email ___________________________________________

Donation amount $______________________________ 

CHEQUE 

Payable to Geelong Community Foundation

DIRECT DEPOSIT

BSB 633000       Acc. No. 111336210   

Ref. Your full name

CREDIT CARD Visa  /  Mastercard

Name on card ___________________________________

Card number ___________________________________

Expiry  __________________        CCV _______________ 

Cardholders Signature 

__________________________________________________








