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Welcome to the 2014 
issue of our Annual 
Newsletter.

The Geelong Community 
Foundation has continued 
to grow during the current 
financial year.  The positive 
investment environment 

has benefited the Foundation’s capital base.  With 
growth we are able to maintain our funds available 
for grant making even though we are working in a 
lower interest rate environment.

During the year, we received a wonderful gift of 
$900,000 from the Estate of the Late Margaret 
Cody who had an outstanding nursing career at 
the Geelong Hospital.  Margaret chose to entrust 
these funds (the major portion of her estate) to 
the work of the Geelong Community Foundation. 
Read more about Margaret and her life on page 3.

Margaret’s gift, along with additions to 
established Named Funds and the creation of 
fifteen new Named Funds so far this year, have 
further increased our grant making capacity.   
These contributions, when added to the increased 
value of our investment portfolio, have lifted the 
Foundation’s capital to $17,500,000, enabling us 
to distribute more than ever before.  

At our Annual General Meeting held on October 
31, 2013 we farewelled Directors Wendy Maloney 
and John Skidmore.   

On behalf of the board I thank both Wendy and 
John for their very considerable contributions 
to the Foundation and the community as a 
consequence.

We have made a third bursary payment from the 
Ron Thompson Scholarship Fund to our student 
at Oberon High School now in year 12. We have a 
second year bursary student in year 11 and a first 
year bursary student now in year 10. 

Invitations for applications to our 2014 Grant Round 
were invited by press advertising in February. We 
received 72 applications seeking approximately 
$1.75 million for a diverse range of community-
focused programs.  The Grants Committee has 
worked hard to assess the grants and satisfy as many 
applications as our funding allows.

The Schools in Philanthropy Program has again 
been very successful. This year we were pleased 
to be able to welcome Bellarine Secondary College 
to the program, which joined with Belmont 
High School, Sacred Heart College and Christian 
College to learn about the charitable sector and 
to assist with the selected grants assessments. 
Further details appear on page 2

The “Back to School Target Voucher Program” is 
conducted by the Geelong Community Foundation 
in this region and works in association with the 
Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal 
(FRRR) and the Sidney Myer Fund.  This year 
we delivered a record number of 1,600 vouchers 
valued at $80,000.  The vouchers were distributed 
to 33 Primary Schools and 12 Secondary Schools.   

We are very fortunate to have Peter Caldwell 
volunteering for us in the role of Website 
Administrator.  Our Foundation website now 
contains up-to-date information with relevant 
news, links and photographs. You can read more 
about the website on page 2. 

On page 3 you will see a story about Allison Murphy 
and her work.  Allison died tragically on February 
25 and her friends and work colleagues wanted 
to create a memorial to her and her work in the 
Geelong community.  They decided to establish 
a memorial scholarship bearing her name in the 
Geelong Community Foundation Scholarship 
Fund.  This was launched in April and donations 
are being received to help increase its capital base 
to fund the proposed scholarship.   

I look forward to thanking many of our 
Foundation’s donors at our next Grant 
Announcement Reception on June 18 and to 
meeting representatives of the various agencies 
who will receive grants from the Foundation.

Thank you to our existing and new Named Fund 
donors, along with all our volunteer supporters 
and Foundation Partners who give so generously 
of their time and expertise to advance the work of 
the Foundation.

Val Lawrence OAM
Chairman

2 0 1 4  G r a n t s
Grant applications closed  
on March 3 2014 and a total  
of 72 applications were 
received with requests 
totalling $1.75 million. 

In 2014 the Foundation will 
distribute approximately 
$700,000 including the  
Back to School program.

The Grants committee has 
been working hard to assess 
this year’s grants and satisfy 
as many applications as our 
funding allows. 

Recipients will be 
announced at our annual 
grants reception on 
Wednesday June 18.
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Your Gift Working Forever



S C H O O L S  I N  P H I L A N T H R O P Y  
Board member Peter Hudson is primarily responsible for 
introducing the “Schools In Philanthropy” program to 
Geelong.  While on a philanthropic study tour a few years 
ago, Peter was introduced to a program operating in Canada 
that engaged with senior secondary school students to help 
them appreciate the contribution made to society through 
philanthropy and how they could become involved.

Peter and Development Manager Leigh Wallace subsequently 
adapted the program to suit the Australian environment and 
began the program in this region last year.  The program 
was conducted for selected Year 10 and 11 students from 
Belmont High School, Christian College, and Sacred Heart 
College last year and this year Bellarine Secondary College 
has joined.

With mentoring provided by a member of the GCF’s Board of 
Directors and Leigh, six or seven students from each school 
learn about the charitable sector and the various needs 
that exist within a society.  The program covers the origins 
and practice of philanthropy, the activities of the not-for-
profit sector and the services provided to the community by 
charitable organisations located within the Geelong region.

The students participate in the identification and assessment 
of grant applications made by local charities.  After having 
interviewed the applicants and with guidance from the 
mentors, each school’s committee then makes grant 
recommendations totalling $20,000 to the Foundation 
Board, culminating with their presentation of the grant 
cheques to the approved charities at a formal ceremony.

Prior to the grants ceremony the students present the 
rationale for their recommendations to members of the 
Foundation Board and in front of the other participating 
schools and invited local politicians.  This occasion is held in 
the City of Greater Geelong Council Chambers.

The program has been welcomed by the Principals of the 
four schools and is providing a practical way of educating
and involving young people in the activities of the 
philanthropic sector.

Pictured below is the “ Schools in Philanthropy” Committee 
from the Belmont High School reviewing the funding 
application by Bluebird Foundation’s Bron Lawson.     

Belmont High School SIP Committee 

A l l i s o n  ( A l l i ) 
M u r p h y
Memorial Scholarship

Allison Murphy was Geelong raised 
and educated at Clonard College 
and Deakin University. Her vocation 
became strategic communications 

as a Federal Parliament Media Adviser. She founded 
Redstick Strategic Communications in Geelong in 
2004. This public affairs consultancy specialised in 
government relations community engagement and 
public relations.

Alli Murphy was a trusted advisor, strategist and 
confidante.  She was a leader, a mentor and great friend 
to many. Her contribution to the Geelong community 
both professionally and personally, has been critical 
to our city’s development over the last decade.

Alli died tragically on February 25 this year; however 
her contribution to the Geelong community will not be 
forgotten.  Her friends and colleagues have decided to 
establish the Allison (Alli) Murphy Memorial Scholarship 
as a tangible memorial to her life and contribution to the 
Geelong community.  In Alli’s  honour, the scholarship 
will give women from the Geelong Region the opportunity 
to follow in her footsteps and study at Deakin University 
majoring in political studies, media or marketing. The 
aim is for the scholarship to commence in the 2015 
academic year. 

O U R  W E B S I T E

Our website www.geelong foundation.org provides the 
latest information about the Foundation and is kept 
up to date between our printed publications - this 
Newsletter and the Annual Report - by our volunteer 
website administrator Peter Caldwell.

As such it is the main first contact point for the 
Foundation - for information, news, our Grants and our 
Donors, and contact details for our Executive Officer 
and Development Manager. Peter is keen for Named 
Fund donors to review their entries and update them 
as necessary. Photographs are an important part of our 
News page and Named Fund testimonials. Mentioning 
the Website address www.geelong foundation.org is 
a quick way of sharing your Foundation interest with 
family and friends.
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MARGARET CODY 12/8/1933 – 7/10/2012

Margaret Cody was born in 
Melbourne on August 12, 1933 
and was just one month old 
when her father moved the 
family to Geelong where he took 
up a position at the Ford Motor 
Company.  Her education was 
at Sacred Heart College and 
after leaving school in 1950 she 
trained as a nurse at the Mercy 
Hospital followed by Midwifery 
training at the Royal Women’s 
Hospital in Melbourne.

Margaret returned to Geelong to work at the Geelong Hospital 
and as a young nurse she also worked in Canada to broaden her 
nursing experience.  In 1973 she represented the Geelong Hospital 
at a nursing conference in Mexico.  

She led a very interesting life with travel being one of her 
great passions.  She travelled extensively in Europe with various 
friends and often recounted her adventures while travelling 
by motor scooter. 

Margaret progressed in seniority at Geelong Hospital and was 
involved in the planning of the Birdsey Wing which opened in 1976 
and she became the first Sister in Charge of this new Wing.  She 
was a long standing and well respected member of the nursing 
administration staff and was the Nurse Manager of Baxter House 
Maternity Services from 1981 to 1993.  During her time at Baxter 
House Margaret demonstrated outstanding commitment to the 
care of pregnant women in the Geelong Region and relieved as 
Deputy Director of Nursing on numerous occasions.

Following her retirement, Margaret worked tirelessly for the   
St Vincent de Paul Society.  She had a lifetime interest and was a 
generous supporter of the Ryder Cheshire Foundation where she 
supported the work at the “Raphael” Ryder Cheshire International 
Centre for the Relief of Suffering at Dehra Dun in India. 

In her will, Margaret provided legacies to Ryder Cheshire 
Foundation, Ryder Cheshire Homes and St Vincent de Paul Society.   
These were organisations she had supported over many years.  She 
also provided a bursary fund to assist education of students for the 
Roman Catholic Priesthood. 

Margaret’s major lifetime interest through her work and with 
her friends was Geelong and the people of this region.  She has 
entrusted $900,000, the major portion of her estate, to the 
Geelong Community Foundation.

B a c k  t o  S c h o o l  P r o g ra m  2 0 1 4
1600 Target Gift Cards valued at $50 each were distributed in early February to 33 Primary 
Schools and 12 High Schools across the GCF Region. Recipient families and students were 
selected based on needs by the school principals, welfare staff and teaching staff.

Some of the feedback comments from the schools are as follows: 

“John is in Year 7 and lives with his single mother and siblings. His mother has an 
intellectual disability and requires support including financial from community agencies 
to assist her. The Target Gift Card allowed John to purchase a pair of much needed 
sneakers, some T shirts and tracksuit pants. Not only does this mean John has sneakers 
and clothing for sport, it has also boosted his confidence and assisted him to “fit in” and 
have the essentials like all the others in his class”

“With some of the Target cards we purchased 15 pairs of leather school shoes. We then 
distributed them to some of our most needy students whose families have been identified 
as really struggling.  This has made a huge difference to these students’ confidence and 

wellbeing as they are now able to be in full school uniform. Not only were the students grateful for this, so too were their families  who 
all extended their gratitude and appreciation and asked us to pass this on to the donors who contribute to funding the  Sidney Myer 
FRRR program”

“A year 10 male student was so happy when he received his gift card and said he finally would have a nice white shirt and one that did 
not look grey. This was his first new white shirt since starting high school in year 7 ”

“A year 12 student identified that this support is helping her to remain in school as she lives independently and receives only a   
Youth Allowance”

“One family said they had not had new clothes for a long while and thank the donors for their kindness and generosity”. Another said,   
“You do not know how much these vouchers have helped us out at this hard time in our lives”

“We had a child wearing worn out shoes. The voucher enabled the mother to buy a couple of replacement pairs of shoes from Target 
Mother and child were so excited”

“One mother expressed her appreciation with tears of joy and words that explained how much receiving two vouchers would mean to 
her kids. She was able to provide new school shoes and some swimming gear for her kids who attend the school swimming program”

“It has helped in a way that you will never know. Being able to buy him shoes and clothes and not have to worry about where to get the 
money and/or what we have to give up or go without to get him these things. Thank you, thank you, thank you”

“Some children do not attend if they cannot find clean clothes and poor attendance leads to lack of success in learning. Student 
wellbeing and self esteem is improved by having the right uniform to wear each day and this in turn leads to better learning.”  

Page 3

GCF Ambassador Andrew Mackie with North  
Geelong Secondary College Prefects



Welcome to our new Named Funds
Since the end of June 2013 the following new named funds have been established within the Geelong Community Foundation.  We 
thank the individuals, families and businesses listed for their generous support.
•	 J & C Gulli Family	 •	 Reilly Family	 •	 O’Shannassy Family
•	 Fleur Nicholson	 •	 Anonymous #7	 •	 Muirfield Management
•	 Angelo Kakouros	 •	 Gary & Heather Work Family	 •	 Alsop Family
•	 Michael & Louise King Family	 •	 Allison Murphy Memorial Scholarship	 •	 Nash Family
•	 Yvonne Bernath	 •	 Stewart Family	 •	 Bourke Family	

The Foundation is proudly supported by
•	 Adroit Insurance Group 	 •	 Harwood Andrews Lawyers 	 •	 Barton Van Laar
•	 Pace Secretarial  	 •	 Davidsons Accountants 	 •	 Bendigo Financial Planning
•	 Fagg’s Mitre 10 	 •	 Crowe Horwath Accountants	 •	 Freehills Lawyers  	
•	 Cormac Hanrahan Photographer 	 •	 Goodway Print Group

Schools in Philanthropy Presentation
MONDAY 2 JUNE 2014 -  C ITY OF GREATER GEELONG CITY HALL COUNCIL  CHAMBER

Student participants in the  Schools in Philanthropy Program to present their grant recommendations to the  Foundation Board and 
invited guests including COGG Councillors and State Members of Parliament.

Annual Grants Reception
WEDNESDAY 18 JUNE 2014 -  CAPTAINS ROOM, GEELONG FOOTBALL CLUB

GEELONG COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

Date…........../…........../…......................................................                     Donor’s name............................................................................................................................................................................

Address.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Phone...........................................................................................................................      Email............................................................................................................................................................................

Donation amount  $………................(Cheques payable to Geelong Community Foundation)

Please debit (circle):     Visa       MasterCard

□ □ □ □   □ □ □ □   □ □ □ □   □ □ □ □
Name on Card........................................................................................................................................                                                          Expiry…...../......     Three digits on back of card

Signature.........................................................................................................................................
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Level 1, 200 Malop Street
Geelong 3220 
PO Box 1, Geelong 3220 
Tel: 5224 7700
Fax 5224 7799 

ajlawson@bigpond.com 
leigh.wallace.gcf@gmail.com 

www.geelongfoundation.org 

Adroit Charity Golf Day Thursday November 20 2014
The popular Adroit Charity Golf Day is  back again to assist the Foundation. We are looking for 
Team sponsorships. This Event to be held at 13th Beach Golf Course includes 18 holes of golf, drinks 
and lunch on course, team photos, seafood buffet dinner and raffles and auctions.  Don’t miss out!  
For more information contact Sarah Ford at Adroit on 5244 7843 or sarah@adroitig.com.au.

WILL YOU HELP US?
The diverse needs of our nation continue unabated but, thanks to the existence of philanthropic  
organisations like the Geelong Community Foundation, many of these needs are being addressed,  
with positive outcomes.

We would greatly value your support in our ongoing mission: 
“To make a positive and lasting difference to people in the Geelong region”.  

If you would like to help us, you could make a tax-deductible donation that will be used to generate  
increased revenue for distribution to charitable organisations serving people in this region.

Please complete the tear off portion of this page and return the coupon with your donation  
details or cheque, to the Geelong Community Foundation, PO Box 1, Geelong Vic 3220.


